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STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF WERE AWARDED for their academic and organization involvement successes during Saturday’s annual Robins’ awards. Lacey Nagao, (left) who served as the public
relations specialist on the 2010-11 ASUSU executive council, won Woman of the Year. Jo Olsen, (middle) Student Alumni Association president, was the recipient of the William E. Robins Award and Chris Martin,
president of the Huntsman Scholars Program, was awarded Man of the Year. ARMEN HOVSEPYAN photos

SAA President takes home Bill E. Robins Award
By STEVE KENT
staff writer

The 2011 Robins Awards held
Saturday night honored 19 individuals and organizations that
exemplify outstanding achievement
at Utah State University.
“What truly is an Aggie?
Fortunately for us, the answer
is here in this room,” said Craig
Whyte, advisor for the Student
Alumni Association (SAA) said to
the audience in the TSC ballroom,
Saturday. “We have the privilege of
recognizing nearly 100 individuals
who embody the spirit, passion and

enthusiasm of Utah State.”
USU President Stan Albrecht
presented Jo Olsen with the Bill E.
Robins Memorial Award. Olsen, a
senior majoring in public relations
and speech communication, is currently serving as president of the
Student Alumni Association. Olsen
has also served as director of Aggies
for Africa and as the student coordinator for the A-team. As the ASUSU
Arts and Lectures Director for the
2009-10 school year, Olsen was
the student who initially proposed
Common Hour, which will set aside
an hour twice a week from 12-1:15
p.m. for lectures and other presentations that students might attend

without scheduling conflicts.
“There are so many different
professors, advisers, friends here on
campus. I’ve had the great opportunity to see how this university
functions and it really is because of
the amazing people that are a part
of it,” Olsen said in his acceptance
speech.
Though tradition was a prominent theme in the night’s events,
the entertainment selections at this
year’s ceremony marked a change
from recent years.
“What we wanted to do this year
for entertainment was to keep it
all in-house,” said Brady Mathews,
Robins Committee entertainment

chair. “Instead of paying outside
entertainment, we’re using all-student talent this year, and they’re
incredible.”
Performers included vocalists McKenna Miller and Felicia
Stehmeier; members of USU dance
company Full Circle, the Caine Jazz
Combo and violinist Nicole Tolson.
All three finalists for the Talent
of the Year Award were featured:
Stehmeier, Jared Nicholson of the
Caine Jazz Combo and artist Erik
Olson. Olson’s paintings were displayed at the entrance to the TSC
ballroom.
The Woman of the Year Award
was presented to Lacey Nagao, a

graduate student working on a
master’s degree in rehabilitation
counseling. As the 2010-11 director of public relations for ASUSU,
Nagao publicized ASUSU events and
directed the student government
elections.
“This year has been full of ups
and downs and crazy and busy, but
it’s been such a rewarding year,”
Nagao said.
Chris Martin, a senior majoring
in economics and political science,
received the Man of the Year Award.
Martin is a research assistant at

- See NOMINATE, page 3

Traditions emerge
in annual A-Week
By RHETT WILKINSON
staff writer

Two True Aggie Nights, a
historical chariot race and a
visit from a love doctor headline the events of this year’s
A-Week from April 18-22.
A-Week, which will be illuminated by a blue “A” on Old
Main each night of the week,
follows months of preparation, said Whitney Olson, an
Student Alumni Association
(SAA) A-Week committee
member.
Other slated events include
a midnight 5K run, a “Minute
to Win It” speed contest, an
Aggie Radio coat drive and a
pajama and pillow fight dance
Friday evening to conclude ADay.
For some, including SAA
Executive Vice President Caleb
Gorringe, A-Week will represent a shift from how the
event-filled week has operated
in past springs.
“(SAA commitees) have
kind of held on to the status
quo for some time, but the (AWeek committee) had one of
those experiences where they
wanted to break the mold a bit
more,” he said.
Gorringe said events from
the past, including a ping-pong
drop on the quad and a “running of the bull” episode, have
undergone a “new twist.”
He said, “Every day there
will be a quality activity. I
think that will show.”
Gorringe said working with
budget restrictions is at the top
of their list of priorities.

“It’s one of those things that
probably happens to everybody, where you think you can
do these cool things before
realizing you have to deal with
a cap,”Gorringe said. “But you
make (the budget) go as far
as you can make it. We make
the best with the budget we’ve

- See RACE, page 4

A-Week Events
Monday
7 p.m. - Red Bull Chariot Race
near the HPER field between
700 and 800 North.
12 a.m. - True Aggie Night on
the Quad

Tuesday
12 a.m. - Midnght 5K Fun Run
begins on the Quad

Wednesday
7 p.m. - “Minute to Win It”
TSC Sunburst Lounge

Thursday
8 p.m. - “The Love Doctor” in
the TSC Ballroom.

Friday
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - A-Day on
the Quad
10:30 p.m. - “PJ Pillow-Fight”
dance
12 p.m. - True Aggie Night on
the Quad

Inside This Issue

ARLETT DOMINGUEZ, A JUNIOR majoring in biology acts as a doctor to patient translator in the Medical Unity Club to develop
skills among students aspiring to be doctors. Matt Vance, a sophomore majoring in business administration, and Spencer Cline, a sophomore
majoring in nutritional science work with Dominguez to learn Spanish medical terminology. BRECK BYINGTON photo

Pre-meds improve Spanish skills
By DAN SMITH
news senior writer

Within the fast-changing demographic of Utah and the U.S.,
the extracurricular Medical Unity Club at USU is working to
bridge the divide between English-speaking, American doctors
and their multicultural patients, said club public relations representative Chase Housley.
“Definitely right now with health care in the United States,
with all the cultural differences that are happening,” Housley
said, “we feel like this is such a big deal and can make such a
difference in preparing future health care providers to operate
in that multicultural environment.”
One of the student volunteers who helps teach at the club’s
meetings, USU junior Nicole Pena, said she has been teaching
Spanish medical terminology for two years.
“I got involved, obviously, because I have a Spanish background,” Pena said. “The Spanish part of it is very helpful for
students because eventually they’re going to have to work with
patients; and some of those patients are going to be from other
cultures.”
Pena said even though elements of Spanish are being taught,
the club focuses on the concept of multiculturalism as well. She

4/18/11
USU’s track team had
43 top 3 finishes in
their only home meet
Saturday.
Page 8

ASUSU
Presidentelect Erik
Mikkelsen
has been
a wrestler
since kindergarten.
Page 5

said students are made aware that a wide variety of patients
seek medical help, therefore it is important to have experience
interacting with individuals from various backgrounds.
Arlette Dominguez, one of the regular participants in the
Medical Unity Club, said the group sometimes visits the cadaver
lab on campus for hands-on application of the terminology
learned from the group meetings. Principal lecturer Andy
Anderson, who teaches anatomy, has worked with the club to
make these field trips possible. Anderson also recently gave a
guest lecture on medical ethics.
“One of the things we’ve been talking about is cultural differences,” Anderson said, “how people have different cultural
approaches to dealing with ethical controversies. Where does
your patient come from? How do they see the world? How do
they deal with medical problems?”
Other issues that healthcare professionals need to consider,
Anderson said, are how people of other cultures feel about
touchy subjects like abortion and physician-assisted dying. He
said a lot of people go into medicine to save people’s lives and
don’t give thought to the other end of the spectrum – death.
“I think the biggest support that I have for that club, I mean,

- See UNITY, page 3
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Machine arrives to aid rescue at Idaho mine

ClarifyCorrect
The policy of The Utah Statesman is
to correct any error made as soon as
possible. If you find something you
would like clarified or find unfair,
please contact the editor at 797-1762
or TSC 105.

Nat’lBriefs
Trump plays down
Romney’s credentials
Washington (AP) – Potential
presidential candidate Donald Trump
says he’s a better businessman than a
leading GOP hopeful in 2012, former
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney.
Trump tells CNN’s “State of the
Union” that he has a “much, much
bigger net worth. I mean my net
worth is many, many, many times
Mitt Romney.”
Trump describes Romney as a
“small business guy.” Trump says he’s
created thousands of jobs and built a
“great company.”
Romney is a former venture capitalist with a record of turning around
failing companies.

Vehicle likely killed
Texas fireman
EASTLAND, Texas (AP) – A state
trooper says a preliminary investigation shows a Texas firefighter died
after being hit by a vehicle after he
fled a fire truck trapped in a wildfireconsumed pasture.
Senior State Trooper Phillip
“Sparky” Dean told The Associated
Press on Sunday that Eastland volunteer firefighter Greg Simmons was
killed by blunt force trauma. Dean
cites a preliminary autopsy report by
a medical examiner in Fort Worth.
Simmons was found on a roadside,
but Dean says investigators don’t yet
know if he was hit by a fire truck or
car Friday in an area where a 3,000acre fire caused thick smoke with
nearly no visibility.

Boater dies after boat
capsizes in Gulf
NEW PORT RICHEY, Fla. (AP)
– Authorities say a Florida man died
after the fishing vessel he was riding
capsized in the Gulf of Mexico.
He was identified as 55-year-old
Richard Green of New Port Richey.
A Florida Fish and Wildlife
spokesman says the 22-foot boat was
swamped by four- to six-foot waves,
which swept Green and three others
into the water Saturday.

LateNiteHumor
Top 10 Starbucks Drinks Or Medical
Conditions – April 15, 2011
10. Grande Red Eye
9. Bilateral Pink Eye
8. Frothy Misto
7. Varicella Zoster
6. Caramel Mocha
5. Pericardial Effusion
4. Trenta Soy Tazo
3. Calcific Bursitis
2. Doppio Macchiato Ristretto
1. Vivanno Smoothies/Vitreous
Floaters (tie)

MULLAN, Idaho (AP) – Mining
company officials brought in a
remote-controlled digging machine
Sunday to help try to reach a worker
missing since a tunnel collapsed deep
inside an Idaho mine.
The special digger must be disassembled before being taken more
than a mile below the surface, where
it will be put back together, according
to Hecla Mining Company officials.
Officials said the machine should
be underground by Sunday evening,
but it was unclear how soon the process of reassemblyy would be finished
or when rescuers would be able to put
it to work.
The roof of a tunnel at the Lucky
Friday Mine collapsed Friday as two
brothers were working, trapping one
of the men but the other was able
to escape, according to officials and
family members.
Officials have not had contact with
53-year-old Larry Marek, a 30-year
mining veteran, since the collapse
and his condition was unknown. The
brother who escaped, wasn’t injured.
No one answered the door at the
homes of family members on Sunday,
and a person who answered phone at
one of the homes declined comment.
The machine will move material
faster “without needing all the additional ground support to ensure the
safety of our rescue teams,” the company said in the statement released
Sunday morning. “In the meantime,
rescue crews continue to safely

A SIGN FOR THE LUCKY FRIDAY Mine is posted outside the mine in
Mullan, Idaho, Saturday. An official with the Hecla Mining Company says a rescue
operation is under way Saturday at the mine in northern Idaho. AP photo

advance and progress on the removal
of material.”
Hecla President Phil Baker said
earlier that the remote-control “mucker,” similar to a front-end loader, was
being flown in from the East Coast.
A Marek family member, who
spoke on condition of anonymity as
per an agreement with the rest of the
family, told The Associated Press that
two of her brothers were in the mine;
one got out and the other did not.
She said most of her family was
at the rescue site. She described her
family as longtime area miners, but
declined to provide any more information.
The mine is tucked into the forested mountains of Mullan, a historic

mining town of 840 people in Idaho’s
Panhandle.
Company spokesman Mike Dexter
said the two employees had just finished watering down blasted-out rock
and ore when the collapse occurred
about 75 feet from the end of the
6,150-foot deep tunnel. The cave-in
area was 20 feet wide. Officials say
it’s unclear if the entire 75-foot section collapsed, or only a portion of it,
possibly leaving the miner trapped on
the other side.
“We don’t know if the collapse
went all the way to the end,” Dexter
said.
The company said all mining
activity has been halted for the rescue
effort.

Skydivers honor jumpers killed in accidents
PERRIS, Calif. (AP) – Southern California skydivers linked arms and legs to form the name of one of
two skydiving instructors killed during a plunge and
released the man’s ashes into the air Saturday, the day
after another accident at the same airport killed a
man and critically injured another.
The divers spelled out the name “Pat” during
the so-called “ash dive” to honor Pat McGowan, of
Menifee, who was killed with Christopher David
Stasky, of San Diego, on March 31. The men, both
42, collided over Perris Valley Airport and their parachutes deflated about 300 feet in the air.

“Every time there is any kind of an accident we
look through it and we look at the jumpers,” Dan
Brodsky-Chenfeld, manager of the popular Perris
Valley Skydiving and friend of McGowan, told KCALTV. “Were they doing a jump they shouldn’t have been
doing? Were the skies too crowded? Was the weather
too bad? And this accident was none of those things.”
The memorial took place in the shadow of a very
similar accident Friday, when another pair of experienced jumpers’ parachutes collided and became
entangled about 200 feet above the ground, BrodskyChenfeld said.

ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) – Nigerian President
Goodluck Jonathan took a nearly insurmountable
lead Sunday in the election to lead the oil-rich nation,
though fragmented returns suggested the Christian
incumbent faced strong opposition from the country’s
Muslim north.
Meanwhile, authorities in the vice president’s
northern Nigerian hometown said that eight people
had been wounded in a bomb blast at a hotel in a poor
neighborhood hours after voters cast their ballots in
the otherwise peaceful election.
Certified results from the Independent National
Electoral Commission released from Saturday’s election
showed Jonathan had 19.4 million votes out of a total
of 31.1 million already counted. His nearest opponent,
former military ruler Muhammadu Buhari, held 8.7
million votes.
Results from eight of Nigeria’s 36 states have yet to
be formally announced in Abuja, the country’s capital.
While those states have enough votes to seize the lead
from Jonathan, it appears unlikely Buhari will be able
to salvage a victory.
Jonathan also had won enough votes in those states
counted by Sunday night to avoid triggering a runoff.

Attahiru Jega, chairman of the national electoral
body, said his agency would begin announcing results
again at 9 a.m. Monday (0800 GMT). Every television
network and most radio stations in Africa’s most populous nation aired the vote results live to a country that
has remained in suspense since the mostly peaceful
vote held Saturday in a land used to violence and thuggery at the polls.
Jonathan, who became president after his predecessor died in office last year, has long been considered
the front-runner as his ruling People’s Democratic
Party has dominated politics in the West African giant
since it became a democracy 12 years ago. However,
the country’s Muslim north remains hesitant about
Jonathan as the Christian from the south who took over
after the death of the country’s elected Muslim leader.
Many of the north’s elite wanted the ruling party
to honor an unwritten power-sharing agreement calling for a Muslim candidate to run in this election, yet
Jonathan prevailed in the party’s primary.
Buhari, the presidential candidate of the Congress
for Progressive Change, won the support of many in the
north as a Muslim leader willing to crack down on the NIGERIAN INCUMBENT PRESIDENT
GOODLUCK JONATHAN casts his ballot in
corruption prevalent in the nation.
Otuoke, Nigeria, Saturday. AP photo

L o g an’s P re mi e r St u d e nt Ap ar t m e nt s
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Both victims in that accident had a couple thousand jumps each, Brodsky-Chenfeld said.
One man died at the hospital Friday and the other
was in critical condition, Riverside County Sheriff’s
Deputy Herlinda Valenzuela said. The surviving skydiver underwent emergency surgery for severe injuries
to his head and chest.
The Friday jump was the third fatal accident in
three months at Perris Valley Skydiving, which averages about 150,000 jumps a year, the Riverside PressEnterprise said. At least 12 skydivers have died in
accidents at the facility since 2000.

Nigerian president takes huge lead in vote
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The mine employs roughly 275
workers, about 50 of whom were
underground in various parts of the
mine when the collapse occurred,
company spokeswoman Melanie
Hennessey said.
Glen Gotcher, 57, who worked in
the mine for 28 years and spent the
last seven working in the mill above
ground, said the community is staying positive as they await word about
the missing miner.
“This is something people are used
to feeling, because when the rock
burst happens, you can feel it all over
town,” Gotcher said as he gathered
with other miners at the Smokeshop
Bar in downtown Mullan.
On its website, Hecla describes
itself as the oldest U.S.-based precious
metals mining company in North
America and the largest silver producer in the U.S. It is headquartered in
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Hecla currently
produces silver from two mines,
Greens Creek and Lucky Friday, a
mine that has been operational since
1942 and is one of the nation’s deepest underground mines.
Baker said the collapse was in an
area where mine material is watered
down and cooled before being
shipped to the next phase of processing. No cause for the collapse has
been identified
“We’re not yet focused on how and
why it occurred,” Baker said. “All of
our efforts now are on rescuing the
miner.”
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ASUSU officers pass the torch to successors

ASUSU OFFICERS FOR THE 2011-12 school year were sworn in on Friday and will begin preparing for their
approaching term as the leaders of Utah State University. KYLE PETT photo

will spend working with students. He
encouraged the incoming officers to
take advantage of the opportunity and
believe they could make a difference.
Mikkelsen said to the outgoing
officers, “On behalf of the incoming
officers, thank you so much. We have
learned so much from your examples.”
He said to the incoming officers,
“We’ve had a lot of time to talk. We’ve
set a lot of goals. We’ve tie-dyed shirts,
so keep those tie-dyed shirts; remember those. Those are our special bond,
‘cause we’re colorful. We’re happy.
We’re bright.”
Recently-instated executive vice
president Kirsten Frank said, “Brent
did a fantastic job as exec VP over the
last year. He was a fantastic example to
me, and gave me the opportunity to be
his GRC Chair which opened up doors
to so many fantastic opportunities. If
it wasn’t for his dedication and friendship, there’s no way I’d be where I am
today – as the new exec VP.”
New diversity vice president Brooke
Evans said her biggest goal right now

is to assemble a strong and diverse student body with a variety of ideas and
backgrounds.
She said she wants to represent the
most amount of students possible in
programming and decision-making,
however she has only gotten a few
applications for her council so far.
2011-12 student advocate Jason
Russell said during the inauguration
he thought about how excited he was
for the upcoming year, but also about
the great responsibility of serving as
student advocate.
“The rest of the semester will continue to be a learning experience and
I will finish organizing a reliable and
diverse Student Voice committee,”
Russell said, “one that will best represent the student population.”
“As for the coming year,” he said,
“the challenge will be to find out what
students’ concerns are and to make it
even easier for students to ‘voice’ their
concerns and to help make students
feel comfortable enough to come and
sit down and talk about it.”

Recently-instated athletics vice
president Ryan Baylis said he wants to
revolutionize the HURD.
“This next year we are going to be
offering HURD members a lot more
things than in the past, whether it be
bringing more free food, to having bigger and better tailgate parties before
sports,” he said.
He also said he also plans to fix the
decibel meter in the Spectrum.
“I’ve already talked to plenty of
people who say it can’t be done. But to
me if the technology existed in the ‘80s
to make it work, where the heck did
it go? This might take some time but
there will be a working decibel meter
in the spectrum in the near future,” he
said.
The inauguration ceremony was
held at 6:30 p.m. in the Taggart
Student Center in the Sunburst Lounge
and was open to the public.
– robjepson@live.com

Unity: Medical club intends to break language barrier
-continued from page 1

look at our country, look at Utah, look at our
that have them, but these kinds of sicknesses are
demographic,” Anderson said. “We’re going to
bound to specific cultures and may not be curbe dealing with Hispanic patients in greater and
able by modern American medical practices.
greater quantities. People need to know how to
Behind language and cultural barriers, doccommunicate effectively and how to approach
tors could mistakenly prescribe the wrong medipeople about important issues in medicine or
cations or misdiagnose patients, said Medical
ethics.”
Unity teacher Phil Bassett. Another downfall of
Another guest lecturer is also one of the
the divide between doctors and their multi-ethgroup’s faculty advisers, Professor
nic patients is time consumption.
Bonnie Glass-Coffin, Dominguez
“Most of your doctors now
“We are going to
said. Glass-Coffin is a USU profeswho are out there have to get
sor who teaches cultural and medi- be dealing with
a translator,” Bassett said.
Hispanic patients Translators are not always availcal anthropology.
One of the concepts Glassable and could be hard to find,
in grater and
Coffin recently lectured on is the
he said.
greater quantiidea of ethnomedicine, which,
Bassett, a student majoring in
ties. People need biochemistry,
according to her lecture notes, is
said he saw a billto know how to
the study of “culturally specific
board advertising the club and
communicate
definitions of health and illness,
eventually volunteered to help
including causes, symptoms and
teach. He said he served an LDS
effectively ... ”
appropriate treatment options” for
in Puerto Rico, which
– Andy Anderson, mission
various culture-centric maladies.
is where he learned to speak
anatomy professor Spanish.
“A lot of people from different
countries, usually South America
He said the club recently conand Latin America,” Dominguez
ducted a basic Spanish workshop
said, “they believe in things like
so students with no prior experimal de ojo (evil eye), things like that, that maybe ence with the language could orient themselves
a doctor doesn’t understand.”
with it.
She said these are valid ailments to the people
“Pretty much what we do is teach medical

terminology and apply it, like, ‘Why would you
need to learn this?’” Dominguez said.
Students from across a wide range of disciplinary studies, including biology, chemistry, Spanish and social work, attend the club,
which meets on Thursdays in room 213 of the
Veterinary Science Building at 4:30 p.m.
Sophomore Matt Vance, who is majoring
in business administration, said he wanted to
attend the club so he could meet new people. He
also said he has a minor in Spanish and figured
it would be a good way to broaden his vocabulary.
“Most people here (in the club) are going to
med school, so this would allow them to enter
the healthcare field speaking both languages and
communicate more effectively.”
There are no fees to join and students from
any major or minor are encouraged to attend.
Housley said the group’s final meeting of the
spring 2011 semester will be April 21, where
they will celebrate their closing social.
“My job is to get the word out there – to make
it appealing – so they can get a taste of what it’s
like,” Housley said, “to see that it’s really enjoyable and they could learn a lot.”
– dan.whitney.smith@aggiemail.usu.edu

Nominate: HURD takes Achievement of the Year over HOWL
-continued from page 1
the Center for Public Lands and
Rural Economics. Martin is
also president of the Huntsman
Scholars Program and president
of the USU chapter of Omicron
Delta Epsilon, an economics
honors society.
After thanking his professors, friends and advisers,
Martin, an outdoor enthusiast,
said, “I would also like to wax
pagan for a moment and thank
Logan Canyon, Green Canyon,
Blacksmith Fork Canyon and
Rock Canyon just for existing.”
Achievement of the Year
Award went to The HURD, a
club for fans of USU athletics.
“Along with being loud,
rowdy and irreverent at BYU
games and other contests, the
HURD provides benefits for
all its members,” said Ross
Peterson, vice president of
University Advancement and
presenter of the Achievement of

Campus & Community

Campus road
closes Monday

By ROB JEPSON
staff writer

The 2011-12 ASUSU executive council and academic senate were sworn
in Friday at the ASUSU inauguration
ceremony. The recently-instated president, Erik Mikkelsen, addressed what
he meant in his campaign by “putting
students first.”
“I’ve talked a lot about putting students first,” Mikkelsen said. “But what
does it mean to put students first?
Again, talking to (2010-11 president)
Tyler (Tolson), one of the first things he
told me is he says ‘I’m number three.
So God is number one, the person in
front of you number two, and I’m number three.’”
He said, “If we can keep that on our
minds and recognize that we work for
the students, they pay for us to do their
work, if we can reach out to them and
get their advice, get their input and do
what they want done we’ll be successful this year.”
Mikkelsen said he learned from
Tolson that success is measured by the
extent to which one helps others to succeed.
After remarks from Tolson and
Mikkelsen, the outgoing officers gave
their successors gifts and final words
of advice before they were sworn in.
Tolson said, “It is an honor and
privilege to serve the students, the faculty, the staff, the administration here
at Utah State University.”
He said on his first day as ASUSU
president he sat down in his office and
thought, “Holy crap. What am I doin’?”
He said he felt he could not fulfill
the tasks of the ASUSU president, but
said if one has a positive attitude they
can achieve success.
Addressing the incoming officers,
Tolson cited the example of The Beatles
who performed on stage more than
1,200 times before they mastered the
art of rock and roll and achieved fame.
He said ASUSU officers have an opportunity to master working with people
through the thousands of hours they

Briefs

the Year Award. “The organization has worked hard to increase
school spirit and brought
national attention to USU.”
Though many individuals
and organizations were recognized, Mathews said he was
concerned that many students
may not know they are able to
nominate recipients for some of
the awards.
“I feel like a lot of hidden talent goes not nominated, but I’m
always amazed every year at the
talent of the people that are in
there,” Mathews said.
ASUSU Traditions Director
Rachael Hansen said about 400
nominations were submitted
this year. Students were able to
nominate candidates for six of
the 19 awards this year via a ballot box on the first floor of the
TSC or via the ASUSU website.
– steve.kent@aggiemail.usu.edu

Robins’ Award Winners for 2010-11
Ǥǣ 
ǣ 
ǣ
ǣ  
ǣ 
ǣ
ǣ  
 ǣ 
Ǥ ǣ
 ǣ
 ǣ
ǣ 
 ǣ
ǣ
 ǣ
 ǣ
 ǣ  
  ǣ

On Monday, April 18, 8th East
will be closed between 7th and 8th
North from 4:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
The first ever Chariot Race at Utah
State will take place during this
time. For safety reasons, no vehicles
will be able to access the section of
8th East between 7th and 8th North
during this event. Additionally, no
vehicles should be parked in this
area for the entire day of Monday,
April 18.
This closure will also impact
Aggie Shuttle bus routes. The
shuttles will still run on a detoured
route and all of the bus stops will
still be available. If you have questions about this closure please call
the Parking Office at 435-797-PARK
(7275).

Allen conducts new
service award event
Utah State University’s College of
Humanities and Social Sciences honored students, faculty, friends and
staff for their service, leadership,
scholarship and risk-taking during
its annual award ceremony April 8.
The ceremony was the first for
Dean John C. Allen who introduced
two new accolades to the event – the
Dean’s Giraffe Award, which salutes
“daring individuals who stick their
necks out” and the Ed Glatfelter
Faculty Service Award, which recognizes faculty who provide guidance
to programs and initiatives in the
college and off campus.
“It is most appropriate that we
honor an individual for the oftenoverlooked category of service,
without which our university literally could not function,” Dean Allen
said.
The award is named for Ed
Glatfelter, professor of history and
former associate dean, who has
devoted the past 40 years to the
students and faculty of the College.
Professor Glatfelter was surprised
with the news the award would be
in his name. He gave the inaugural
award to Shannon Browne, assistant
professor of social work. Browne
serves as faculty advisor to the
NASW student organization. Under
his leadership the group has doubled
in size and increased its community
service fivefold.

Wardle receives
student of the year

Melissa Wardle, who graduates from Utah State University’s
Uintah Basin Regional Campus
this spring 2011, has been named
Undergraduate Student of the Year.
The wildlife science major is
among the featured speakers at
UBRC’s April 30 commencement ceremony.
“Melissa is a terrific student and
she’s already landed a job,” said
Rich Etchberger, associate professor
in USU’s Department of Wildland
Resources and Wardle’s adviser. “I
and other faculty members are quite
proud of her hard work and accomplishments.”
Wardle has accepted a position
with the Vernal Field Office of the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management.
“My new job consists of working
with energy extraction companies
seeking drilling permits,” she said.
“I make sure they comply with
National Environmental Policy Act
and Endangered Species Act regulations.”
So far, Wardle said, her work
has been a great introduction to
building relationships with varied
companies and gaining NEPA/ESA
experience.
“It involves quite a bit of paperwork but I also have the opportunity
to get outside and survey areas of
concern,” she says. “I’m also involved
with restoration, wildlife, range and
plant, and recreation management
activities.”
During her undergraduate career,
Wardle participated in two natural
resources internships with the BLM’s
Student Career Experience Program.

-Compiled from staff
and media reports
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History of Utah internment camp comes to USU
By KEATON REED
staff writer

Jennifer Coulson, a museum studies intern majoring in art, handed out
pieces of 14-by-17-inch construction
paper and asked youth to draw what
they would take with them if they
only had one day to pack their belongings and move away from home.
This was one of the realities for
the Japanese living in America during World War II, said Jane Beckwith,
the director for the Topaz Museum
in Delta, Utah. The museum seeks
to preserve the history of the Topaz
Japanese internment camp that was
located near Delta, Utah.
The USU Museum of
Anthropology invited Beckwith to
present the history of Topaz and
artwork that was created inside
the internment camp as part of the
weekly “Saturdays at the Museum”
program.
“We wanted something tangible
that would give a much more full
experience and would explore the
life these people led,” said Monique
Pomerleau, museum curator.
Melissa Allen, a senior majoring in
history, who invited Beckwith to come
present, said she was initially interested in the topic because of the lack
of awareness that such a prison camp
existed in Utah.
“It just baffles me that we had
something like that in the United

States,” Allen said, “It’s no different
than persecuting the Jewish people
because they were Jewish.”
Allen said she hopes we can learn
from this episode in our history and
avoid making the same mistakes
again.
“We’ve learned our lesson about
the Japanese, we’re not going to beat
them up again,” said Beckwith. “But
have we learned the same thing about
the Muslim people?”
More than 110,000 people of
Japanese ancestry – two-thirds of
whom were U.S. citizens – were
imprisoned during World War II,
Beckwith said. More than 11,000 of
them were sent to the internment
camp in Topaz, making it the fifthmost populous city in Utah at the
time.
The conditions were primitive
and harsh, Beckwith said, but they
still functioned as a normal society,
forming schools, sports teams and art
classes.
Beckwith said Chirua Obtata, a
successful Japanese artist, set up an
art school inside Topaz that held
90 classes per week and educated
600 internees. Currently the Topaz
Museum possesses 70 pieces of art
created during this period, Beckwith
said.
Allen said part of the goal of the
exhibit was to acknowledge the reality
of a dark piece of America’s past.
“There was propaganda about

how the Japanese deserved internment after Pearl Harbor,” Beckwith
said, “The mantra was, ‘Just because
the Japanese haven’t committed any
acts of sabotage only proves that they
will.’”
DeVonna Bagley, a local resident
of Logan who had Japanese neighbors
during World War II, said, “There was
this feeling at the time that we were
supposed to detest them, but how
could we? They were our friends.”
Bonnie Pitblado, the museum
director, said quality programming
such as the Topaz exhibit, has led to a
significant increase in museum attendance.
“When we started the ‘Saturdays
at the Museum’ program in 2007, we
had about 3,000 attendees that year,
this past school year we’ve had seven
to eight thousand,” Pitblado said.
“The students have been doing it
all,” Pitblado said. “They bring whole
new ideas to the table from their
personal experiences, and they create
these exhibits.”
Students and interns from several
different schools at USU are currently
enrolled in a 24-credit Museum studies program, which is essentially a
beefed-up minor, Pitblado said.
She said there aren’t very many
programs like this in the United
States, and USU has the only one in
Utah.
– keaton.reed@aggiemail.usu.edu

JANE BECKWITH, DIRECTOR of the Topaz Museum, spoke at the the USU
Anthropology Museum, Saturday. The museum hosted “Topaz: Japanese Internment
in America” featuring displays and activities that increased awareness of the history of Topaz, the people imprisoned there, and the artwork created by internees.
LAUREN BROTHERSEN photos

Race: Chariots close down street
-continued from page 1

TRUE AGGIE NIGHT will take place on the Quad twice this week on Monday
and Friday at midnight in recognition of A-Week. Statesman file photo

been allotted.”
Gorringe said the committee utilized businesses, including Red Bull,
to sponsor several events. The entities involved will receive on-campus
advertising, while SAA benefits by
sparing their cash, he said.
“Because we did try to think of a
good activity every night, we had to
think outside the box to team up with
organizations like in the chariot race
event with Red Bull,” he said. “Even
though we did not have the money, by
having others sponsor some of these
things like the chariot race, we have
enhanced A-Week just because of
that.”
Helping students gain knowledge
of the events has been another barrier, said Kyle Hardy, SAA executive
board A-Day vice president.
“The most challenging thing, obviously, is getting the world out to the
entire campus, just reaching all the
students attending both here and at
distance education,” he said.
Olson said students can trust that
they will enjoy themselves because
the week has been organized by likeminded individuals.
“Since we, of course, are college students, we try to cater to what college
students would want to do,” she said.

Olson said despite the variety of
events, all are meant to aid students
in gaining Aggie spirit by maintaining a large measure of festive university customs.
“A-Week is significant to the history
of Utah State,” she said. “For example,
A-Day on Friday is a longstanding tradition. The reason why A-Week was
started is it’s based on service. A lot of
these activities involve giving service
back to the university, so the week is
increasing pride because the students
are taking a part in a tradition that
has been going for long time. Being
involved this week is a great way to be
involved, do service and give back to
the university.”
A-Week’s inaugural Red Bull-sponsored Chariot Race at 7 p.m. by the
HPER field on 800 E. road between
700 and 800 N. will be closed. No
vehicles will have access to this area
during the event and no vehicles will
be permitted to be parked on the
street in this area for the entire day.
No vehicles will be able to enter or
exit parking lots in this area during
that time.
– rhett.wilkinson@aggiemail.usu.edu

A-Week Service
Opportunities
Monday
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Tie blankets
with the Physician Assistant Club
in the TSC Lounge
5 p.m. - Service Blitz and Random
Acts of Kindness Event in the TSC
Juniper Lounge
Tuesday
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Color children’s
concepts boards in the TSC Lounge
3 p.m. - Springe Cleaning in the
Community activity in the TSC
Juniper Lounge
Wednesday
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Construction
service project with Amnesty
International in TSC Lounge
11 a.m. - Coat drive begins and
continues through Friday
Thursday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - “Aggie Locks”
3 p.m. - Clean Sweep in the
Community project in the TSC
Juniper Lounge

Store Hours:
Mon-Thurs 11am – 11pm
Fri & Sat 11am – Midnight
Closed Sunday

910 N. Main St.
435-755-9700

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.
WE BAKE.
WE DELIVER.

FINALS WEEK
Call Your PAPA!!!
GO AGGIES!
PAPA’S MENU
1 Large
1-Topping Pizza
Only

$7.99

Order up to 4 pizzas.
(Delivery or Carryout)
MUST MENTION OFFER WHEN PLACING ORDER.
Logan Store only. Coupon Required. Offer not available ONLINE. Additional toppings extra. Not valid
with any other offers. Delivery charges may apply.
Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
EXPIRES: May 15, 2011

PIZZAS
CHEESESTICKS,
GARLIC PARMESAN BREADSTICKS

1 Medium
1-Topping Pizza

BREADSTICKS
PAPA’S CHICKENSTRIPS
PAPA’S WINGS
PAPA’S CINNAPIE,
COCA-COLA PRODUCTS

Ask about our

LARGE
order discounts!

Only

$5.99

Order up to 4 pizzas.
(Delivery or Carryout)
MUST MENTION OFFER WHEN PLACING ORDER.
Logan Store only. Coupon Required. Offer not available ONLINE. Additional toppings extra. Not valid
with any other offers. Delivery charges may apply.
Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
EXPIRES: May 15, 2011

Today’s Puzzle Answers
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Aiming to put students first
By NOELLE JOHANSEN
staff writer

Junior Erik Mikkelsen, 2011-12 ASUSU
President, doesn’t have all the answers. He
said so himself.
“I know how to ask the right questions,”
Mikkelsen said.
Mikkelsen, 23, grew up in Bunkerville,
Nev., with free reign of the desert, he said.
Mikkelsen said the tiny town near the
Nevada-Arizona border is “a joy to behold.”
Mikkelsen is the second of three brothers. Growing up, they loved to shoot stuff
and once tried to blow up a washing
machine, he said.
“I look back at the bike ramps we used to
make,” Mikkelsen said. “Horrible idea.”
He said these ramps often involved large
hills leading into ponds.
Mikkelsen attended Virgin Valley High
School. There were no secrets in a school of
750 students, Mikkelsen said.
“In high school, I never did anything in
the realms of student involvement and leadership,” Mikkelsen said.
He said he was scared of girls and didn’t
like “peppy leadership people.”
Former ASUSU Athletics VP Alex
Putnam lived next door to Mikkelsen in
Bunkerville.
“We have grown up next to each other

since I was 13,” Putnam said. He said he
always felt Mikkelsen was like a little brother.
“In high school he was a lot quieter. He
wasn’t super involved, but he was a great
student, a great athlete,” Putnam said.
From a young age, Mikkelsen and his
brothers were “playing every sport known
to man.” He golfed, played football and
wrestled in high school. His senior year,
Mikkelsen was captain of all three teams.
The same year, the football and golf
teams took second at state, and Mikkelsen
took second in state wrestling. He said wrestling was his strong suit. This may be due
to the fact that Mikkelsen wrestled since he
was young.
“They definitely had kindergarten wrestling,” Mikkelsen said.
Not the sort of wrestling that all kids
practice with their peers, but an actual,
organized kindergarten wrestling team.
Mikkelsen graduated in 2006, one of a class
of 110. He said he did not hesitate in his
choice to attend Utah State.
“The question is why would I not come
here,” Mikkelsen said. “It was a family
conspiracy to get me to go to BYU, but I
wouldn’t cave.”
Mikkelsen said his Bunkerville neighbor
and current USU Director of Admissions
Jenn Twist was influential in his decision.

“She’s pretty persuasive,” Mikkelsen said.
Mikkelsen studied civil engineering his
first semester, having enjoyed math and
worked for an engineering company in high
school. He also joined the A-Team, HURD
and the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity.
“He was shy when he got here but he
was super involved,” Putnam said, “he was
everywhere, doing everything.”
After his first semester, Mikkelsen left
Utah State for two years to serve an LDS
mission in Atlanta, Ga. There he met Jacob
Schiess, now a junior in Civil Engineering.
“(Mikkelsen) is definitely a perpetual
optimist,” Schiess said. “He lives the values
that he shares. He’ll never ask you do something if he’s not willing to do it himself.”
Following in the example of his neighbor,
Mikkelsen was influential in recruiting
Schiess.
“I went to BYU for a year and a half and
he was telling me the whole time to come up
here,” Schiess said. “You can place a strong
value on anything he says.”
It was his last week in Georgia that
Mikkelsen decided he wanted to be student
body president, he said. He also realized he
no longer wanted to be an engineer.
“I narrowly escaped the field of engineering and switched to business and speech,”

- See MIKKELSEN, page 6

2011-2012 ASUSU PRESIDENT Erik Mikkelsen said it was not
until after his LDS mission that he decided to run for student office.
ANI MIRZAKHANYAN photo

Surfing couches across the country Tradition part of
Jewish Passover
By MEGAN BAINUM
assistant news editor

The mission of CouchSurfing is “A world where everyone can
explore and create meaningful connections with the people and places they encounter,” according to their website. Students from USU,
and people around the world, are making that happen one couch at a
time.
According to CouchSurfing.org, there are currently 2,683,328
couch surfers around the world in 246 countries with 99.83 percent
positive ratings. It is a non-profit organization started in 2004.
“Hosts” are those members who open up their homes to “surfers.”
Even if hosts don’t have a place for them to sleep, they can still offer
things like a warm shower or meal.
CouchSurfers is able to stay as a non-profit through donations and
an optional verification process members can go through. It costs
$25, and the website will verify the address listed and do background
checks.
Natalie and Chris Curtis, seniors at USU, experienced couch surfing for the first time in December, and said seeing a member who is
verified increases trust. Natalie said some hosts won’t take someone
if they haven’t been verified.
Natalie said she was apprehensive at first about the process, but
the website’s social networking set-up made it easier to get involved.
If someone is interested in couch surfing, they fill out a profile
online. The profile asks questions about lifestyle, interests and countries visited. Natalie said the profiles make it easier to pick a host
because you get to know a little bit about them.
She said once someone has an account, they get other couch surfers they have met to write reviews about them so people know they
are legitimate. She said the more reviews someone has, the better.
They were turned away from a few hosts because it was their first
time so they didn’t have any reviews.
Chris said once he read the reviews and comments on other
people’s profiles, he felt better about the idea.
“Some had so many comments and reviews about them and not
all those people could make that stuff up so we decided it would be a
good thing to do,” he said.
Ted Allman, Natalie and Chris’ host, said couch surfing is a much
safer way to meet people in comparison. He said people who someone would meet everyday don’t come with background checks or
references.

By NATASHA BODILY
staff writer

“Unless you are a hermit, the people you meet every day pose a
greater risk than any couch surfer. Facebook lacks the protections of
CS, yet people gush all over their walls,” he said.
Natalie said she felt safer trying it out because she was going with
her husband, and probably wouldn’t go if it was just her and another
girl. However, she did say now that they have done it once, she is
more comfortable with it.
“Okay maybe there are some creepy people out there, but I can
just leave, it’s not like I have to stay there,” she said. “If someone has
500 reviews, the chance of them being a serial killer isn’t that high,
it’s just the same as anywhere in life.”
Natalie said they had a great first experience with their host. In
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Allman picked them up from the airport and
let them pick out what they wanted for dinner.
She said he took them to a jazz club where the locals go and the
next morning dropped them off at the cruise port. Then after the
cruise, Natalie said he came to pick them up and took them back to
the airport. However, she said, not all hosts are that generous.
“There were some that said yeah we could stay with them if we
paid for the gas money and things like that, but he was just this older
man who liked meeting new people,” she said.

Believers of the Jewish faith fall among several branches,
or movements, including orthodox, reform and conservative
followers. As the oldest, still-thriving monotheistic religion,
the traditions and culture are well-established. At Utah State,
Judaism is practiced on many levels by a variety of students and
faculty.
AJ Grovert, a doctoral intern for Counseling and
Psychological Services is a Reform Jew, which she described as
the most liberal branch of Judaism. After finishing her master’s
degree at Pacific University in Oregon, she found the Jewish
community in Utah to be smaller, but equally as strong as in
other regions.
“Because it is so small, they want to keep it alive. It is very
strong and well-connected,” she said. “Spirituality is important,
but more important to me is the sense of community and tradition. I am involved with this vibrant and thriving community
that has been around for thousands of years and has survived
everything.”
When completing rituals, Grovert said she knows she is
doing the same thing Jews have done throughout history.
“Being a part of it is being a part of something that is bigger
than me,” Grovert said.
She said the closest synagogue to Cache Valley is located in
Ogden, Utah, and most Jews in northern Utah live in or near the
area.
As a Reform Jew, Grovert said she chooses which traditions
and rituals to follow based on their personal significance.
During Passover, which begins this year on April 18, she said
she will try to follow the kosher diet. She said the diet consists
of solely unleavened bread called matzo, excludes pork and
shellfish and requires meat and dairy to be eaten at separate
meals.
Grovert said Passover commemorates the story of Exodus

- See SURFING, page 7

- See PASSOVER, page 7

NATALIE AND CHRIS CURTIS stand with Ted Allman, their
host when the two went couch surfing. All potential surfers must
pass a background check before hosts will agree to let them stay at
their homes. photo courtesy NATALIE CURTIS
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Shelby had a little lamb
By MARIAH NOBLE
staff writer

Utah Statesman: So, I notice you have a
friend with you. How long have you had
this lamb?
Shelby Quarnerg: Sunday after the 23rd,
so two or three weeks.
US: What happened in order for you to
have her?
SQ: She got rejected by her mom, and she
had a bad leg and a bad eye. The leg is better, so now we’re just waiting on her eye.
US: How long will you keep her?
SQ: Basically, we’re just taking care of her
until she’s well enough to go back to the
farm.
US: Do lots of people stop you on campus?
SQ: Yeah, they’re like, “Oh is that a goat or
a lamb? It’s so cute! Why is it here?”
US: Are you the only one who takes care
of her?
SQ: Um, there’s kind of two main people.
The other one Kristin Sittner.
US: Did you say she has a Facebook page?
SQ: Yeah, it’s Lilly St Croix. I can’t remem-

Caught
on
Campus
Shelby Quarnerg
sophomore
animal science
Grantsville,
Utah

ber when
we made
it. We did
a zombie
video of
her for the
humans
vs. zombie
game, but
it wouldn’t
upload.
That was
disappointing.

US: Do you have any other pets or animals?
SQ: Two dogs, two ferrets, fish tank, a frog
and two birds. I personally have my own
flock of sheep, and the one dog and one of
the birds is mine.
US: If you were an animal, which one
would you be and why?
SQ: A dog because they’re my favorite, and
you don’t see them picking up their own
poop.
US: What do you think is one of your best
characteristics?
SQ: My personality.
US: Who is someone you can talk to about
almost anything?
SQ: My friend Megan Anderson. She’s in
grad school.
US: How often do you talk to her?
SQ: A few times a week.
US: If you had to advocate for some kind
of cause, what would it be?
SQ: Probably for agriculture. You hear
about all kinds of animal activists, but I’d
want to advocate for the farmer because if
they don’t get support, we don’t have any
food or clothing.
US: If you could only wear one color for
the next year, what would it be?
SQ: Oh, that’s easy – blue.

TAKING CARE OF ABANDONED
lambs is just one aspect of Shelby
Quarnerg’s agricultural life. Dogs are her
favorite animal, and she also has a bird.
MARIAH NOBLE photo

US: What is something you like spending
money on?
SQ: Animals - I could go to Petsmart every
week.

US: What is your favorite mode of transportation?
SQ: Ford trucks.
US: Do you like to dance in public?
SQ: Um, yes and no, depending on who
I’m with and my mood. Sometimes you’ve
just got to bust a move.
US: What is a name you’d never give to
your child and why?
SQ: Billy Bob cause it sounds like a big,
dumb redneck.
US: What is your favorite scent?
SQ: Love Spell from Victoria’s Secret.
US: Do you consider yourself more of a
talker or a listener?
SQ: That’s a tough one. I’m probably a
talker. I like to talk a lot.
US: If you could go back in time and watch
any event, what would it be?
SQ: Probably the first Fourth of July.
US: What do you think of the song Friday
by Rebecca Black?
SQ: I like it. It kind of rubs off on you.
US: If USU had to get a new mascot, and it
was up to you to pick it, what would it be?
SQ: Uh, Lilly the Lamb because she’s on
campus going to class, and she’s cool.
US: When did you get your ears pierced?
SQ: The first piercings I got when I was 8,
the second set was when I was 12, and the
third one was when I was 18, so there’s a
total of five piercings.
US: If you could go back and give yourself
advice at age 15, what would it be?
SQ: I don’t know. Be careful choosing
friends.
US: When you grow up, where do you
want to live?
SQ: Oh, I’m never growing up! But I know
I’d want to live on a ranch with a lot of
acreage so I could have lots of animals.
Probably on the outskirts of a town. I’d
never live in the city. It’d be in the country.
– m.noble@aggiemail.usu.edu

TYLER STEWARDSON AND ANDREW WANG from
Logan High School work on their robot for the Vex Robotics team.
USU’s robotics team placed first at last year’s competition. ARMEN
HOVSEPYAN photo

Robotics team goes
to world competition
By ALLEE EVENSEN
staff writer

Adam Rowley is a lawyer. Joshua Peterson is a computer programmer. Trent Duke is an engineer. Pretty good, considering they haven’t
even graduated from high school.
The boys are all members of the 4-H San Juan Robotics Team, a
group that builds robots and competes with them with other high
school students from around the world.
Miriam Peterson, the volunteer coach of the team, said her interest in robotics was first pricked when she and her son Joshua took a
basic robotics class from USU. They instantly took to the hobby, and
started ordering parts and watching videos so they could build on
their own.
Last year, Peterson took a big step and created a competitive team
of six middle to high school aged boys. Even though the program is
new, Peterson said the team is thriving.
“The parents seem to want this robotics education,” she said.
“There is a high demand.”
The team placed first in their Regional VEX robotics competition,
which allowed them to travel to Florida last week to compete with
more than 1,000 middle and high schools from around the country.
VEX is a robotic design system and company that sponsors the
largest student robotics competition in the world.
In order to earn funding to travel and build robots, Peterson is
working to offer classes in Lego robotics. She said parents are often
shocked that their children don’t have opportunities like this more
often. Peterson said the skills her son Joshua has collected from
designing robots will carry into any field he chooses.
“Just the knowledge he’s gained from this will get him far in the
world of business,” Peterson said.
VEX runs both high school and college chapters. Last year, USU’s
robotics group placed fifth internationally and first nationally at the
worldwide VEX Competition.
Robotics was one of the main reasons Ph.D student Trevor
Robinson came to USU. Robinson has been working with robots for
more than 10 years and described the world competition as a sporting event, only with robots instead of humans.
Robinson said every VEX competition year has a new theme.
This year, the goal is to get the robots to pick up a plastic, doughnut-shaped ring and lift it over a post. The first minute is called the
autonomous round, where the robot must be programmed to lift the
ring itself.
He said the second round is a minute and a 20 seconds where the
robots can be controlled by the teams through a remote. The teams
get bonus points if the robot can climb a ladder in the middle of the
field. The robots cannot be more than 18 inches on each side, adding
to the challenge.
Bryan Helm, a senior in education engineering, called the program “a lot of work, but a lot of fun.”
Helm, who has been working on the team for three years, said

- See ROBOTICS, page 7

Erik: Not scared of the new job
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Mikkelsen said. “Engineering just wasn’t me anymore. I liked people
too much.”
The summer before returning to Utah State to study human
resources and speech communications, Mikkelsen sold cable for two
months in Atlanta. He then picked up and drove across the country
for 40 hours to Spokane, Wash., where he stayed for two months. He
said a road trip of that length will “never happen again.”
Mikkelsen came back to USU and threw himself into school with
a new fervor.
“He came back and he has really done a good job being involved,”
Putnam said.
Mikkelsen said from that point, everything he did was a step
toward his goal of ASUSU president.
“I love goals with a passion,” Mikkelsen said.
He began to build a network of friends, from incoming freshman
and ambassadors to campus administrators.
“Ever since I came to USU, I’ve had a goal to meet five new people
a day,” Mikkelsen said. “It’s been hugely successful.”
He organized a “personal board of directors” for campaign advice.
“My dad is probably the CEO, the captain of the board of directors,” he said.
Mikkelsen experienced leadership as president of Sigma Phi
Epsilon last year. He is also an avid reader of leadership and motivational books, his two latest favorites being “Leadership and SelfDeception,” from the Arbinger Institute, and “Orbiting the Giant
Hairball” by Gordon MacKenzie.
“(Mikkelsen) knows and understands how important people
are,” Putnam said. “He is such a good leader.”
Schiess also vouched for Mikkelsen’s leadership skills.
“(Mikkelsen) goes right to the heart of an issue,” Schiess said.
“He’s confident in himself because he really puts a lot of effort into
any instruction that he gives … He’s not an argumentative person.
In all the time that I’ve known him, no one will believe me, but I’ve
never had an argument with him.”
Mikkelsen said he is ready for his new position, but the most difficult part of the job is discerning what exactly students want and
need, as everyone is so diverse. He said this is important in order to
be fiscally responsible with the students’ money.
“I’m not really scared yet,” he said, “right now I’m good.”

– noelle.johansen@aggiemail.usu.edu
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How to spend your tax refund Robotics: Program embodies USU
By ALLEE EVENSEN
staff writer
Look at a W2 to fill out out line 8b of
a 1040A. For those who aren’t accounting majors, this may seem like a foreign
language. The thought of tax season may
make students groan, but those eligible
for refunds may find themselves with some
spare change. If that refund is eating a
hole in your pocket, here are a few suggestions for that long awaited shopping
spree:
$1-$100: It may not make you independently wealthy, but even a small tax refund
can be a boost to a limited diet. For those
of us living off of ramen and peanut butter
sandwiches, some healthy food options
may help ward off the finals week junk-athon.
Try a Morningstar Veggie Burger (six
patties, $4.29), or for a quick snack throw
together some almonds, raisins, died cranberries and apricots in a zip lock bag
for homemade trail mix. Pick an apple
over that 15-cent package of reconstituted
noodles and dead week may not be so lifeless.

$500-$1,000: With summer around
the corner, Logan is the perfect place to
invest in some outdoor gear. Whether you
buy a bike and ride the Jardine Juniper
Trail (Mongoose Mountain Bike, $500$800), take a camping trip to Tony’s Grove
(Springbar Vagabond Tent, $419.95), or
buy a Kayak to take down the Snake
River (Perception Sport Caster 12.5 Angler
Kayak, $600), the options are endless.
Also, it’s never too early to prepare for the
slopes. A custom snowboard, boots and
bindings can cost anywhere from $700 to
$1,000.
$1,000-plus: If a hefty refund is headed your way and school costs are covered, consider using money to make more
money. Place a piece of the refund in a
savings account.
Feeling really adventurous? Research a
discount stock broker and invest. It’s only a
few dollars a month, and if a student could
find a way to put away $1,000 to $2,000
a year for 15 years, they would have the
potential to be set for the rest of their
lives.
– allee.evensen@aggiemail.usu.edu

plans for a robot, the team had
to figure out funding issues.
The money to build the robot
comes from many sources such
as the college’s dean, ASUSU and
NASA.
After planning, the team
must create a design specifically
tailored to the task the robot
needs to complete, Fisher said.
Plans are drawn out while the
team considers every possible
bug that could prevent the robot
from doing its task. After building the robot from the ground
up, the team must test it in competition-like settings and make
sure the kinks are fixed.
A robotics program embodies USU well, Fisher said.
“It really represents us well, it
shows we’re innovative,” he said.
“We’ve up there in the top of the
game. This club represents Utah

States finest innovation because
we’re competing against the
world.”
Fisher said when he started
building robots, all of his knowledge from the classroom such as
the math and science suddenly
became applicable to his life.
“This makes the classes
worth it,” he said. “You realize
‘Oh, that’s why I need to know
vector calculus.’”
Despite the 2 a.m. studying
in the engineering building,
Fisher said the program has
brought his education full circle.
“This is engineering at it’s
finest,” he said. “This is the
hands on the real world application.”

– allee.evensen@aggiemail.usu.edu

Surfing: Background checks a must
Allman said he enjoys hosting people from all
around the world.
“I continue because of all the wonderful people
I’ve met and the thrill of making new friends that
traverse culture, ethnicity, age and interests. I also
get to share vicariously in their adventure,” he said.
Mandy Saunier, a 20-year-old couch surfer
from France, said she got involved by searching the
Internet for a cheap way to travel. She said most of
her experiences have been positive, but not all.
“One guy I met was kind of looking for an
affair,” said Saunier, who has been couch surfing
since 2009, “and another one with a girl from the
United States who was boring, who never spoke,
and who spent four days in my flat reading a
book.”
According to couchsurfing.org, the process
is “not about the furniture, not just about finding free accommodations around the world; it’s

$300-$500: As this time of year rolls
around, coats and sweaters tend to get
shoved to the back of the closet. It’s also
the time of the year when jeans begin to
fade and clothes look a little stale.
Updating a wardrobe doesn’t have to
be a task. Instead of replacing everything
in the closet, look for clothes that will go
along with what is already there. Also,
consider investing in a formal or business
outfit. Whether it’s a banquet or a seminar,
dressing to impress can be a deciding factor in landing a job or internship.

Passover: There are three branches
-continued from page 5

THE JEWISH PASSOVER, which begins
Monday, April 18, is celebrated with four blessings
on separate cups of wine. Strict food and tradition makes Passover a sacred experience for most
Jews. MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE photo

they compete with colleges from
Mexico to China and everywhere
in between. Helm also mentors a
high school team, which he said
is rewarding in a different way
than being on a college team.
“It’s really fun to teach kids
and be their mentor,” he said.
The high school team Helm
coaches recently took second
place in their region, which
allowed them to travel to the
world competition. While the
high school teams must place in
regional competitions to move
ahead, college teams do not
not have to compete regionally,
Helm said.
The process of building a
robot is a long road that starts
with brainstorming, said
Thomas Fisher, a team member
and sophomore in mechanical
engineering. Before drawing up

-continued from page 5

$100-$300: There may be no better
investment for a student than an e-reader.
For those dreading a giant checklist of
expensive textbooks next fall, the same
textbooks in the bookstore are often available digitally for a fraction of the cost.
An E-reader also relieves the pain of
lugging a heavy backpack around campus.
If that isn’t convincing enough, there are
thousands of free books the can be downloaded with the touch of a button. Some of
the most popular E-readers on the market
include the Amazon Kindle 3 ($139) and
the Barnes and Noble Nook (Black and
White, $149, Color $249).

when the slaves escaped from Egypt. The name
Passover, or Pesach, symbolizes when the spirit
of God passed over the homes of the faithful
Israelites who marked their doors with lamb’s
blood, Grovert said.
During Seder, a ritual dinner beginning the
Passover, she said Jews celebrate their ancestors freedom from slavery. She said they read
from the Haggadah, which contains the retelling of Exodus along with songs, rituals and
traditions.
“It’s a way to feel more connected to your
spiritual ancestors,” Grovert said.
At the end of the Seder, she said the youngest child in the room would open the door
symbolically to let in the prophet Elijah. They
also leave a cup of wine for him; and in more
liberal Jewish homes, she said they would also
leave a cup of water for Moses’ sister Miriam
who always could find water whilst wandering
in the desert.
During the meal, she said, “Everyone is
supposed to slouch because free people are
allowed to slouch.”
Grovert said there are four blessings said
over wine throughout the meal.
Passover is the most observed Jewish holiday in the U.S., even more so than Hanukkah,
Grovert said.
The main difference religiously and doctrinally between Judaism and Christianity
surrounds Jesus, whom Grovert said Jews consider to have been a great person, but did not
meet all the requirements of the scripturallydescribed messiah.

-continued from page 6

“Mostly we consider him a good man, a good
teacher, a good rabbi,” she said.
According to Jewish beliefs, the Messiah’s
coming would invite a golden age to Earth and
she said, “It doesn’t feel like the golden age;
there is still suffering in the world.”
For some Jewish students at USU, the nonexistence of a local synagogue makes regular
service attendance difficult. Brianna Limb,
a freshman in deaf education, does not currently attend synagogue services because of
the distance and said she also still practices
Mormonism.
Limb was raised in a Mormon household,
but said she began questioning the faith and
“fell in love” with the Judaic faith. Limb follows
the Messianic movement of Judaism, which she
said technically falls under the Reform branch.
She explained the differences between the
branches is in their varying levels of strictness.
“Messianic followers believe that Jesus
Christ is the messiah, but they follow the law
of Moses because they believe that Christ’s
church and higher priesthood was taken with
him.” Messianic Jews can be either Orthodox
or Reform, Limb said.
She will be celebrating Passover this year
and said her faith means a lot to her. She enjoys
having two days of religious worship.
Steve Crass, a junior in broadcast journalism, said he also does not regularly attend a
synagogue, but was more active in Jewish services when he was younger.
He said if he were to live in a bigger city, he
could guarantee it would be easier to practice.
“Judaism thrives in big cities like L.A. or
New York,” he said.
Crass, who is a Reform Jew, said he and
his sister were not born into the religion, but
were given the choice to decide. His mother is
not Jewish but his father is, and according to
Jewish law, Judaism passes through the mother’s side. He said he went through a similar
process to what Christians would call baptism.
“You have a prayer and are emerged in
water. You say you will devote yourself to
Jewish life,” Crass said.
To acknowledge his faith today, he said he
occasionally wears the star of David.
“I accept that I am Jewish. More than my
religion, it is my heritage and my culture,” he
said.
Crass said he is not looking to marry someone based on if they are Jewish or not, but he
would like to raise his children to know the
culture and history of Judaism.
“It defines who I am really, I was raised in
it and I feel for the people of my heritage,” he
said. “There is just this feeling that everybody
who is Jewish recognizes, you have this sense of
family.”
– natashabodily@gmail.com

about making connections worldwide. We make
the world a better place by opening our homes,
our hearts, and our lives. CouchSurfing wants to
change not only the way we travel, but how we
relate to the world.”
Natalie said the best part was meeting new
people from around the world and learning about
their culture.
A new member is able to get step-by-step help
and advice through the website. The website
addresses everything from getting started to surfing alone and safety tips.
Couchsurfing also organizes events where
members can go to meet other members. Natalie
said it is a chance for everyone to meet each other
and establish those connections for next time they
travel.

– megan.b@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Aggies litter leaderboards during lone home track meet
By MIKE REES
staff writer

Utah State’s track team and its dedicated fans
spent much of the morning and early afternoon
enduring cold rains unsupportive of the Aggie
athletes, and were rewarded later with both
stellar weather and stellar performances. The
Aggies took charge at Ralph Maughn Stadium
and took home commanding victories in 16
events in front of a rare cheering crowd of fans.
Athletes representing Boise State, Idaho
State, University of Utah, BYU, Weber State,
Utah Valley and Westminster were present at
the lone Utah State-hosted meet of the year, but
Utah State hogged a good percentage of the top
spots, winning 16 event titles and placing 43
athletes in the top 3. A few athletes landed conference-leading marks. Jason Holt ran a personal
best 1:49.89 in the 800-meter and Joe Canavan
threw a 58’ 10” in the shot put, each snaggin the
leading spot in the WAC.
Several of Utah State’s freshmen stepped up
to the added pressure of performing in front
of the home crowd. Kylie Hirschi (400-meter
hurdles, 1:00.80) and Tanner Hunt (400-meter,
48.01), who have made their presence known all
season long, were joined by fellow freshmen CJ
O’Neil (long jump, 21’10.75) and Reagan Ward
(triple jump, 46’ 11.5”). Each won their event
and had season and personal best performances. Senior Alexis Meyer also had a personal best
in the 800-meter, winning the event in 2:12.89
“You get more nervous in front of a home
crowd, especially for me because I’m from here,”
Hunt said. “When I (compete out of state) I’m
more calm and collected, and I can just do my
thing.”
Aggies that won multiple events included
Silas Pimentel (100-meter, 10.79 and 200-meter,
21.47) and Lyndsey Spencer (hammer, 184’ 1”
and discus, 168’ 7”).
Regardless of the expectation to perform for
friends and family, the results showed more of a
positive influence on the marks.
“It depends on the athlete,” USU head coach

Gregg Gensel said. “The advantage is comfort
with your surroundings. You can focus on your
performance. When you’re away from Logan
you have to worry about where you’re gonna eat,
where you’re gonna sleep, what the track will be
like. If you look at it overall, it’s always better to
have great performances at home. I like home
because we’re pretty tough here. Even in bad
weather we have a good meet. If you can win in
bad weather, think what will happen in good
weather.”
Although the weather postponed some
events and made others more difficult, as
evidenced by the throwing rings filled with
standing water, many of the athletes soldiered
through and got work done. The Aggies swept
the top three spots in the women’s 1500-meter
(Alex Litzsinger, 4:45.41; Kim Quinn, 4:46.18;
Hannah Williams 4:46.50) and men’s 1500meter (Eric Larson, 3:54.79; Aaron Clements,
3:57.60; Devin Lang, 3:59.79). The men went
beyond just the top three, grabbing each of the
top seven spots in the 1500-meter, with Daniel
Howell, Kyle McKenna, Steven Atkinson and
Nick Bolinder rounding out the next four spots.
Clint Silcock and Eric Follet finished one-two in
the high jump with jumps of 6’ 9.75” and 6’ 6”,
respectively.
“It was a good meet, over all,” Gensel said.
“We had a rough go in the beginning because of
the rain. Yes, the weather did have an impact on
some of the events, but our kids made the most
of it, and when the weather turned nice they
took advantage of that. Joe (Canavan) threw the
conference-leading mark (in the shotput) in the
worst of the pouring rain.”
Gensel noted that everybody was subject to
the same sour conditions and the same good
conditions. “You only get so many opportunities
to perform, and whether it’s good or bad, everybody gets the same opportunity.”
With the home meet past them, the Aggies
will gear up this week for the Cal Brutus
Hamilton in Oakland, Calif., on April 21-23.
UTAH STATE’S TRACK AND FIELD TEAM battled through poor weather conditions to claim 16 event

– michael.d.rees@aggiemail.usu.edu titles and 43 top three finishes during the Mark Faldmo Invitational. STERLING BOIN and TODD JONES photos

WIDE RECEIVERS Eric Moats (82) and Travis Reynolds await a
play call during a game against Fresno State last season. Both players have excelled during spring football practices and are looking at
increased roles for the upcoming season. TODD JONES photo

Injuries opening door for
new wide receivers to shine
By MEREDITH KINNEY
staff writer

As spring football nears its end, many
players are starting to find their groove and
make a spot for themselves on the team.
Amidst the sounds of pads crashing against
each other, a few players are quietly standing
out. With many of last year’s big minute-getters sidelined, less experienced players have
gotten a chance to showcase their talents.
“Right now we’re battling a lot of
injuries but the young guys we have, I’m
very pleased,” wide recievers coach Jovon
Bouknight said. “They had a great first
scrimmage and I’ve seen them make a lot
of plays that I’m impressed, very impressed
with.”
The young Aggie receivers have made
the most of the injuries to key players. With
familiar faces like Stanley Morrison, Austin
Alder and Matt Austin unable play due to
injuries, spots have opened up for those
younger, lesser-known players to stand out.
Travis Reynolds is one of those players
poised to have a breakout year for USU.
After a freshman season that included
nine catches for 77 yards, Reynolds has had a
strong spring season leaving both teammates
and coaches optimistic about the sophomore.
“Reynolds is a guy that’s starting for me
right now,” Bouknight said. “He really took
advantage of this opportunity.”
Not only has Reynolds made the transition
to starter, but he has also moved from inside
receiver to outside receiver. This means learning new routes and executing plays from a
different position throughout spring ball.

“They moved me outside so I had to adjust
but it’s going good so far,” Reynolds said.
After getting limited snaps last season,
Reynolds is looking to become a leader on the
team.
“Coach told me I had to step up and make
big plays,” Reynolds said.
And that’s exactly what he did. Not only
has his spring performance gotten the attention but of his coaches, his teammates are
starting to notice as well.
“He’s a sophomore this year and I think a
lot of people forget that, said” senior wideout
Eric Moats. “He’s come out and made a lot of
plays.”
Along with Reynolds, Moats is looking to
have another big year at the position after a
break-out season in 2010.
“I’m excited,” Moats said. “We’ve got those
old guys out but they’ve proved last fall that
they can play, and then we’ve got these new
kids coming in who are getting a lot of experience so we’re going to have a lot of depth.”
Moats is ready to put up big numbers and
is looking for the receivers to step up their
play along with the rest of the team. With the
quarterback position still up in the air, the
Aggies are turning to their passing game to
take their offense to the next level.
“We’re going to be throwing the ball a lot
more, especially with the new quarterbacks
coming in and challenging for that spot,”
Moats said.
Another player ready to make an impact
for the Aggies this year is senior Matt Austin.
Last year Austin was unable to fulfill his

- See WIDEOUTS, page 9

Golf places
15th at BYU
tournament
By TAVIN STUCKI
staff writer

Aggie Senior Tyson
McFarland placed tied for 11th
overall at the BYU-hosted PING
Cougar Classic on Friday and
Saturday. McFarland led the
USU men’s golf team to a tie for
15th place.
Colorado State University
won the tournament with a
combined score of 17-under 847
(288-284-275) and BYU’s Zac
Blair beat the field with an 11under 205 (71-69-65) to earn
the individual championship.
McFarland, a native of
Rexburg, Idaho, and transfer
from BYU, shot 1-over 73 in
the first round and 2-over 74 in
the second before he shaved six
strokes from his second-round
score to card a 68 on his final
round. This tournament marks
the fourth time McFarland has
finished with a top-15 score
this season.
The Aggies were in 16th
after the first two rounds on
day one of the tournament.
Utah State senior Benjamin
Schilleman shot 77 in the second round before coming back

- See GOLF, page 9
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Softball battles harsh weather to take two of three from BSU
By MEGAN ALLEN
sports senior writer

It was a race against the sunset Saturday night as the Aggie
softball team pulled out its
second win to take the weekend
series against Boise State.
After losing the first game of
Saturday’s double-header 10-1,
the Aggies retaliated to win the
later game 7-6. USU also won
Friday night’s game against the
Broncos 4-3.
Aggie head coach Carissa
Millsap-Kalaba said she was
very pleased with the outcome of
the weekend.
“The girls did a great job
with focusing on the fundamentals of the game,” she said. “They
got runners on, got runners off,
good defense, pitching came
through, it was really good.”
Friday’s win was the first win
ever for the Aggies over Boise
State, who have had a softball
program for just three years.
It took two and a half innings
for anyone to score, but senior
infielder Kelley Kaneshiro ended
that with a double to left field,
and was later brought in to the
plate by senior outfielder Joreigh
Landers. In that third inning,
the Aggies scored three of the
four runs for the game.
Boise State fought back, scoring two runs in the top of the
fourth. Aggie sophomore pitcher
Shelbi Tyteca prevented them
from scoring more than that
when she got the Aggies out of
a bases-loaded jam. Sophomore
pitcher Mandy Harmon came
in to relieve Tyteca after the

Broncos tied the game in the
top of the fifth inning. In the
bottom of the seventh, freshman
Allison Lenzora was at the plate
when a wild pitch allowed freshman Krista Bava to cross the
plate for what ended up being
the winning run.
Saturday’s games were
delayed by rain for nearly two
and a half hours. The USU
grounds crew along with players
and coaches from both teams,
worked to get the field playable.
The first game was all about
the Broncos, who won the game
10-1 in just six innings, six of
them coming in the fourth
inning alone. In the bottom of
the fourth, the Aggies scored
their sole run of the game with a
home run from Kaneshiro, her
seventh of the season.
Boise State added another
four runs in the top of the
sixth, which the Aggies couldn’t
match. The win put junior
Bronco pitcher Aubray Zell at
10-1 on the season.
Game two of the day started
off much better for the Aggies,
who went up 3-0 in the first
inning. With two runners on
base, Kaneshiro hit her second
home run of the day to deep
center field, bringing everyone
home.
The Broncos took the lead
in the third inning, scoring
four runs. Junior Christina
Capobianco hit a triple deep
into right field, bringing in two
runners. Two walks and an error
later, Boise State had two more
runs.
In the fifth inning, the

UTAH STATE CATCHER TINA FERGUSON makes a play at the plate during the weekend’s games against Boise State. Ferguson
also hit a combined 3-for-5 with an RBI at the plate in USU’s two victories over the Broncos. BRANDEN FONDA photo

Aggies took the lead back with
Bava hitting a line drive to center field, followed by a home run
from senior Shasta Tyteca.
Two Broncos scored in the
sixth inning, but after a strikeout, two others were left on
base and it was the Aggies’ turn
again.
Determined to finish the
game before it got too dark, the
Aggies took the lead again in the

bottom of the sixth, this time for
good. A single to left field from
Bava brought Landers across the
plate.
With a quick seventh inning,
the game ended as darkness fell
on Logan, leaving the Aggies
with an improved record of 9-35,
4-8 in WAC play.
“When you have wins, you
fly off the adrenaline,” MillsapKalaba said. “It would be

reversed if you fought that hard
and lost. It would take a lot more
out of you and take the wind out
of your sails.”
This week, the Aggies are
heading to Pocatello, Idaho,
to take on Idaho State on
Wednesday. They return home
for a three-game series against
Fresno State this weekend. They
will play a double-header on
Friday, starting at 1 p.m and will

play at noon Saturday, ending
just in time for the spring football game.
“We had a great hitting weekend and I just want to see that
continue,” Kaneshiro said. “Our
pitching was good, our defense
was great, and if we can just have
that again next weekend we’ll be
great all around.”

– megan.allen@aggiemail.usu.edu

Wideouts: New blood ready to flow Women’s soccer wraps dominating
-continued from page 8
potential when he was forced to redshirt
because of a foot injury.
Austin is anxious to get back to the game
if he manages to stay healthy. So far, he is
taking it easy during spring ball.
“I just wish I could be out there and help
out the team,” Austin said. “As far as everyone else, we’re looking solid, we just need to
be more consistent.
Now that injuries have kept Austin off
the field he has learned how to lead from the
sidelines, something he says is beneficial to
him as a player.
“It’s definitely a positive,” Said Austin.
“It’s helped me and the younger guys out
there playing.”
Other younger guys stepping into roles
on the team are Rashard Stewart and local
Cameron Webb who played high school foot-

ball at Mountain Crest before playing for
Snow College. Webb hasn’t been at Utah State
long but he’s already taking reps with the
first-team offense.
The success of spring ball has left everyone
very optimistic about the future of football at
USU.
“We’ll just continue to get better,”
Bouknight said. “We will take some slumps
and we’ll have some growing pains but so far
so good.”
The players are feeling the excitement as
well.
“I’m feeling real good on both sides of the
ball,” Austin said. “But on an offensive standpoint, we’re going to stand out more then we
have in the past.”
– meredith.kinney@aggiemail.usu.edu

Golf: McFarland stays hot in Provo
-continued from page 8
in the third to take 10 strokes off of his score for
a season-best round score of 67. Schilleman’s 67
is just one above his collegiate best and was the
second-best round of the day. The Layton High
School graduate ended the tournament even-par
216 (72-77-67).
USU’s Austin French was tied with Schilleman
in 53rd after the first two rounds. French, a
junior from Idaho Falls, fell on the third day to
tie for 83rd at the tournament at a final score of
13-over 231 (74-75-80).
Junior Chanse Godderidge finished the first
two rounds 8-over 152 with a pair of 76s, but
shot an 80 on the final round to drop into a tie
for 90th-place overall.
Sophomore Brendan Dennis from Union High
School in Roosevelt, Utah, finished in 89th-place
with an 15-over 231 (78-77-76).
The final competition for the Aggies will be

the WAC Championships in Las Vegas, Nevada
on Monday, May 2-4.
– tavin.stucki@aggiemail.usu.edu

Utah State individual results

T11. Tyson McFarland – 73-74-68 – 215 (-1)
T15. Benjamin Schilleman – 72-77-67 – 216 (E)
T83. Austin French – 74-75-80 – 229 (+13)
89. Brendan Dennis – 78-77-76 – 231 (+15)
T90. Chanse Godderidge – 76-76-80 – 232 (+16)

Team results

1. Colorado State – 284-288-275 – 847 (-17)
2. UNLV – 280-285-286 – 851 (-13)
3. Pacific – 292-280-285 – 857 (-7)
4. UC Davis – 289-286-283 – 858 (-6)
5. Idaho – 287-291-282 – 860 (-4)
15. Utah State – 295-302-291 – 888 (+24)

Women’s tennis can’t hang with Wolf Pack
BY USU ATHLETICS

Utah State women’s tennis team was denied its
first Western Athletic Conference win of the season
at the racquets of the fired up Nevada squad, 6-1, on
Friday afternoon in Reno. With the loss, USU falls
to 0-5 in conference play and are 9-7 overall.
The Wolf Pack jumped out to an early, 1-0 lead,
as they were able to sweep the Aggies in doubles
action. Battling hard for Utah State in the second
position were junior Kristina Voytsekhovich and
sophomore Jaclyn West, who matched Nevada’s
Michelle Okhremchuk and Gabriela Eufrasio early
in the match. Okhremchuk and Eufrasio separated
themselves late to take an 8-5 decision over USU.
The Aggies looked to rally early in singles
action, where in the first position, West pushed
Okhremchuk to the break in the first set but faded
late to drop the opening set, 7-5. West fought hard
but fell in the second set, 6-3. In the No. 2 position,
senior Hailey Swenson also battled hard in a first
set tussle with Lais Ogata, Swenson matched Ogata
point for point and forced a first set tie-break. In the
tie-breaker the two would battle tirelessly, exchanging point for point until Ogata sealed the 10-8 win

late in action. Swenson could not rebound in the
second set and was defeated, 6-3.
Capturing the lone point for Utah State late in
Friday’s matchup was junior Brianna Harris. The
match had long since been decided, but Harris
would not relent to Nevada’s Eufrasio in the sixth
singles slot. Harris could not slow Eufrasio in the
first set as she was defeated, 6-1. Harris would not
be discouraged and battled hard in the second set
to steal a 7-6 win to force Eufarsio to play a super tie
breaking third set. Harris and Eufrasio would not
allow the other to gain any momentum as the two
traded point for point. Once again Harris refused to
yield to Eufarsio late in the final set showdown and
powered her way to to a 10-8 super tie-break win to
block the Nevada sweep.
The Aggies will play in back-to-back non-conference matches next week as they prepare for the
WAC Championships coming up at the end of the
month. Utah State will host Idaho State on Tuesday,
April 19 at Noon at the Logan Sports Academy and
Racquet Club. USU will then travel to Ogden, Utah,
to face in-state rivals Weber State on Wednesday,
April 20 at noon. The Aggies are 9-2 in non-conference matches this season.

spring season with pair of draws
By TAVIN STUCKI
staff writer

The USU soccer team
earned a pair of draws at
the Boise State tournament
Saturday against Montana
(1-1) and Boise State (0-0).
The Aggies finished the
game against Montana 11 with a goal credited to
freshman forward Mari
Miyashiro and an assist
from junior striker Shantel
Flanary.
“Shantel did a really nice
job of recognizing that she
was isolated on the flank
and took her player on 1v1
and got around her,” said
USU head coach Heather
Cairns. “Mari put herself
in a really great position to
receive that pass.”
Cairns said Miyashiro’s
goal was a “hopeful shot.”
“Mari was pretty well
marked,” Cairns said. “She
was inside of the box and
she just kinda hit a loopy
ball over the defender and
it also ended up dropping
real quick right under the
crossbar, so she cleared the
keeper as well. It had a lot
of backspin on it. She wasn’t
even sure if it was going to
be on frame.”

The Aggies took
Miyashiro’s one goal lead
into halftime of the shortened game. USU dominated
the possession of the match
but experienced an unfortunate play with 20 minutes
left and knocked an own
goal to tie the game 1-1.
“Our midfield and center
backs got a little bit disorganized and we ended up giving away a foul just on our
side of half-field,” Cairns
said. “(Montana) pinged
that ball in and again we
had a bit of a miscommunication between our defenders and our goalkeeper and
it was actually an own goal.”
Junior defender Summer
Tillotson had a chance to
give the Aggies a win with a
freekick, but the shot hit the
crossbar and the final result
was a 1-1 tie.
“Soccer is just one of
those weird sports,” Cairns
said. “Sometimes they just
end in a tie and you’re upset
with how you played or it
will end in a tie and you feel
like your team played pretty
well.”
In the match against
Boise State, the Aggies started the game off strongly but
did not find the back of the
net to put away the win.

“It’s like the goal-scoring
mechanism just turned off
for us this weekend,” Cairns
said. “We played some really
good soccer and we couldn’t
get results in the goal.”
While the Aggies have
scored 20 goals in the
spring offseason, they have
allowed only two goals into
their own net with neither
of those coming in the run
of play. They gave up a goal
after a corner-kick at the
BYU indoor tournament
and the own goal against
Montana.
Cairns said she is looking
forward to the regular season but said the fall is a long
way away.
“That’s our goal in the
spring to put that skeleton
in place to be able to make
our transition into our
fall season really quickly,”
Cairns said. “We’ve added
six new players but we
return 21 players. Those 21,
we want to make sure that
we have our system in place
for that next year, that we’re
just adding players instead
of reworking the whole system.”

– tavin.stucki@aggiemail.
usu.edu
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Are the Robins awards
truly our best?

Benjamin C. Wood
Copy Editor
Chelsey Gensel

T

his year’s Robins’ Awards ceremony was like
every other. A few dozen people got their fill
of cheese, crackers and fancy sandwiches in
the pre-ceremony reception and an entire section
of the seating was virtually empty. Some nominees did not even show up to accept their awards.
Perhaps they missed the memo. Perhaps the student body has missed the memo altogether.
Looking around at all the suits, cocktail dresses
and stacks of program booklets, one begins to
wonder what the big deal is anyway. All of the
names we hear repeatedly throughout the year
jump into the spotlight once again. The man and
woman of the year and many others come to the
stage to accept their polished trophies and say a
few words about how surprised they are and cap
off the speech with “Go Aggies.” Once the biggest award is announced, it has already been two
hours and the crowd is yawning left and right.
So, who decides which individual or group is
worthy of receiving these prestigious awards?
Well, the students do, in theory. Students nominate those who they believe fit the qualifications,
and student representatives make the final decisions. It would be interesting to find out how many
students actually know this tradition exists. We
presume the number is rather low. Observing the
attendance of the event, it is clear that a very small
fraction of students care what the Robins Awards
are. The award for Achievement of the Year was a
toss-up between Chase Casillas’ leadership in the
HOWL and the HURD’s role in rowdy athletics
crowds. So, this is really all we have achieved this
year? Have we forgotten the displeasure voiced
by a large number of HOWL attendees that never
made it inside the door? And last we checked,
rowdy crowds had more to do with the front row
of Section F than “the biggest club on campus.”
We are not buying it, and while we do not
mean to belittle the outstanding achievements of
those nominated, we worry this event may be a
poor representation of the entire student body.
Undoubtedly, the winners of this year’s awards
are devoted individuals that deserve recognition,
but how many exceptional students failed to
even be considered simply by fault of not rubbing shoulders with the right people. Is this event
accurately representative of USU’s very best?
Maybe, maybe not. Until advertising for Robins
Awards nominations improve, and more students
involve themselves in the nominating process, this
tradition will only remain important to those who
spend their time in the TSC.
We will say, though, that if ASUSU President
Tyler Tolson’s wife can play Tchaikovsky on her
violin at every formal event the way she did
Saturday night, we will feel more persuaded to
attend.

Belief and disbelief,
which is rational?

News Editor
Catherine Meidell
Assistant News Editor
Megan Bainum
Features Editor
Kellyn Neumann
Assistant Features Editor
Kasey Van Dyke
Sports Editor
Matt Sonnenberg

Politics should stick to principals
Tea Partiers
swept
into
Major
Wa shing ton
Concerns
this January
ready
to
make a stand
– they would
force government growth
to stop and
take major steps to cut it back. Indeed, the
Republicans have been telling us for years and
years that such is their platform. That they are
the party of limited government, individual
rights and prosperity. But they have continuously shown the opposite colors once sitting
in the chambers of congress and behind the
desk in the oval office. President Bush’s lack

Charles Major

- See BUDGET, page 11

ForumLetters
Appreciation
for the greeks
To the editor:
On April 8, my friend and
I walked past Alphatraz being
held by Alpha Chi Omega
when my friend made a comment about the money being
collected. Not realizing the
conversation about to take
place, I found myself defending the Greek Society at Utah
State University.
I am not a member of the
Greek Society, but have some
insight on how it can make a
person feel they belong and
that they belong to something. As a tutor in the Writing
Center, an encounter with a
member of a sorority made
me start thinking differently.
Her entire research paper
was focused on the benefits
of going Greek.
Most of the time, students
at Utah State bash Greek
Society instead of thanking
them for their service they
provide. When I understood
what Alpha Chi Omega was
doing in collecting money
for a scholorship for women
who have escaped domestic
abuse, I wanted to hug them.
From my little bit of understanding, the Greek society
present on the Utah State
campus does a lot to help out
the school and the community. It can be from setting up
a table in the TSC to collect
prom dresses for high school
girls who cannot afford them
to collecting money for a
scholorship.
If I had known and understood Greek society when I
started college at 20, I might
have rushed. However, my
own graduation looms upon
me when I realize I’ve missed
out on an chance to become
a better person.

Is it rational to believe in a
Faith and
god or higher power of sorts?
In contemporary discussion
Reason
and debate this question has
become a major point of
interest. Those in the secular
and atheist camps often argue
that such beliefs are outdated
superstition that once served
a purpose, but are now silly
beliefs held only by the simple-minded and mentally ill among
us. A truly intelligent and reasonable fellow, according to such
thinkers, would not fall for a hoax as absurd as religion.
Others still find an appeal in such beliefs for a variety of
reasons. Belief in a higher power gives them direction in life,
a sense of purpose, or the simple comfort that can only come
from a source larger than us. In this, like many great debates,
there is wisdom and validity to be found on both sides.
There are many forms of belief in deity or deities. Some
believe that deity is involved in every aspect of existence. For
this God, a bird does not die without his awareness of such an
event. This is the God who hears prayers, and has intervened
to aid humanity, as the God of Moses did for Israel. Others
see a world where days seem to come and go much like
they always do. The outcomes of these days are a product
Jen Howard
of human decisions and various natural causes. Supernatural
occurrences are seen as nothing more than myth or misunderstood phenomena by these individuals. However, a higher
power is not seen as completely absurd by these individuals.
After all, the universe as we know it must have some cause,
else it would not exist. This is the god of Antony Flew, Thomas To the editor:
Jefferson and other Deists.
Yesterday, USU was host
Deism is often left alone by those criticizing faith and religion. I will follow suit and focus on those who believe in a per- to an event called “Walk
a Mile in Her Shoes.” For
those not present, this event
- See DEITY, page 11
consisted of groups of men

Cam Davis

of control when it came to spending was only
the worst violation in a string against small
government ideology.
During the two Presidential terms of that
champion of small government – at least in
speech – Ronald Reagan, federal spending
increased by nearly 23 percent. This is to be
compared with an increase of just under 13
percent during Clinton’s two terms.
Disgust with Bush and a congress that was in
his back pocket finally gathered small-government minded individuals to stand up against
the big-government Republicans. They called
themselves the Tea Party, after those American
freedom lovers who stood up against British

Walk a mile
falls short

walking the distance of one
mile while wearing women’s
shoes. While I’m sure that
a number of people were
disgusted by this, as I was,
I’m sure my reasons were far
different.
The event was an act of
emasculation, and I’m not
even referring to the crossdressing aspect. What was
truly emasculating about the
event was the attitude that
it forced the participants to
adopt. The intent of the event
was to raise awareness of sexual violence against women,
via encouraging men to
“get a taste of what women
endure.”
First off, women are not the
only victims of sexual violence
in the country. Some could
argue that men do not suffer
as much from this as women,
but this is false. According to
the FBI, every year approximately 94,000 women are
raped in the United States,
while a human rights watch
group reports that every year,
approximately 140,000 men
are raped in American prisons. A common response to
this is that men can avoid
this merely by staying out
of prisons; this is easier said
than done, as men almost
always receive far sharsher
sentences than women who
commit the same crimes.
Another problem with the
man-as-perpetrator-womenas-victim paradigm is the fact
that it completely ignores sexual violence committed by
women. While many advocates are aware that women
constitute half the perpetrators of domestic violence,
their lack of focus on men’s
suffering betrays our culture’s
attitude towards such things.
When Chris Brown was with
Rihanna, he assaulted her,
and was trashed endlessly by
the media (who conveniently
ignored the many times she
publicly assaulted him). On
the other hand, when Lorena
Bobbit cut off her husband’s
penis with a kitchen knife, it
was treated as a very humorous event. Would the world
be laughing if John Wayne
Bobbit had cut of his wife’s
breasts?
Perhaps the worst part of
this event is the fact that it
completely ignores the flipside of sexual violence against

Letters to
the editor •
A public forum
women: false accusations.
Despite what feminists say,
rape has a significantly higher rate of false accusations
than any other felony. A false
accusation of rape can damage a man’s life just as much
as being raped can damage a
woman’s life. In fact, the damage is worse: rape-shield laws
prohibit the defense from
using the accuser’s sexual history in court (even though,
more often than not, it’s
relevant to the case), and prohibit the court from revealing the accuser’s identity to
the public. The accused (usually a man) receives no such
protections, and even if he’s
acquitted, his reputation will
be forever tarnished by the
event.
Perhaps worst of all, the
fact that false accusations are
seldom punished does severe
damage to the credibility of
genuine victims.
It’s especially offensive
that a march like this was held
when, at this very time, a man
in Maine named Vladek Filler
is being put on trial for rape,
and being tried by Assistant
District Attorney Mary Kellett,
a prosecutor with a long history of unethical conduct.
Filler was accused by his wife,
who has a history of violent
behavior and false accusations, in the middle of custody proceedings. TJ ward, a
professional investigator, said
that there is absolutely no
reason to believe that Filler is
guilty, and that Kellett deliberately omitted evidence that
proves his innocence.
There is no recourse at the
present time for men who fall
victim to false accusations. In
light of this, I have a question
for all the men who participated in this march: Do you
really understand the implications of what you did? The
next Vladek Filler (or Duke
Lacrosse player) could be
somebody you care about.
It could be your father, your
brother, your cousin or your
son. Or, god forbid, it could
be you. When and if that
happens, look back on your
participation in this event,
and ask yourself: was it really
worth it to curry a bit of
female favor by bashing your
own sex?
Phil Henderson
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About letters

• Letters should be limited to 400 words.
• All letters may be
shortened, edited or
rejected for reasons
of good taste, redundancy or volume of
similar letters.
• Letters must be
topic oriented. They
may not be directed
toward individuals.
Any letter directed to
a specific individual
may be edited or not
printed.
• No anonymous letters will be published.
Writers must sign all
letters and include a
phone number or email address as well
as a student identification number (none of
which is published).
Letters will not be
printed without this
verification.
• Letters representing
groups — or more
than one individual
— must have a singular representative
clearly stated, with all
necessary identification information.
• Writers must wait 21
days before submitting successive letters
— no exceptions.
• Letters can be hand
delivered or mailed
to The Statesman in
the TSC, Room 105,
or can be e-mailed to
statesman@aggiemail.
usu.edu, or click on
www.utahstatesman.
com for more letter
guidelines and a box
to submit letters.

Online poll
Do you believe in a
higher power?
•
•
•

Yes, the universe is
too complex to be
spontaneous.
No, there is no
proof a higher
power exists.
I don’t know.

Visit us on the Web at
www.utahstatesman.
com
to cast your vote and
see results from this
straw poll.
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Budget: Reps need an ideological foundation
-continued from page 10

taxes and waste. For a while
it looked like they might actually be making a difference.
Republicans started holding
firm to the idea that the budget must be cut. There was a
deadlock in Washington. And
then, the Republicans found a
sticking point for Democrats
– Planned Parenthood spending. Threatening to take away
funding for the organization
drove Democrats wild.
With the Planned Parenthood
threat, Republicans were finally in a position to secure some
sort of cutback. They could
compromise somewhere else
– cut something – so long as
Democrats got their beloved
Planned Parenthood. And
they did! The budget passed is
a full $38 billion less than last
year’s – a 1 percent decrease.
To make matters worse, when
defense spending is factored
into the budget, the budget
congress just passed is actually a spending increase of
$3.3 billion.
And the deficit this year?
It will be $1.65 trillion – a
full $380 billion increase from
2010.
Is the situation hopeless? We can compare the
Republican’s budget retreat
to Obama’s broken campaign
promises on the left. The
man who was to sweep into
Washington as an outsider to
bring change and hope to a
new generation of Americans
has become just another gov-

ernment crony. In general, ers revolted against the British
he has acted much as his Crown, they provided a statepredecessor, doing many of ment of the ideological founthe same things as President dations of that action in the
that Senator Obama had criti- Declaration of Independence.
cized Bush for.
Our nation is defined by a
The Washington mire belief that all men are created
seems so deep
equal, that we
that even our
are endowed
whitest knights “The Washington by our creator
become
tarwith inaliennished after but mire seems so
able
rights,
a few weeks deep that even
including life,
there. Why is our whitest
liberty and the
this? Who is to
of hapknights become pursuit
blame?
Our
piness.
politicians have tarnished after
How many
shown them- but a few weeks A m e r i c a n s
selves to be pri- there. Why is
think of such
marily men of
things when
pragmatic con- this? Who is to
thinking about
cern, not ideo- blame?”
who they will
logical foundavote for? How
tion. And this
many remempragmatism allows fear-mon- ber the words of the declaragering to get the best of them. tion when they go into the
As much as we all like to sit voting booth? Instead, we are
back and complain about pol- driven by pragmatic necessiiticians in Washington – those ties – the day-to-day concerns
we disagree with for doing we all have. Focusing on such
the wrong or foolish things things leads to a people that is
and those we do agree with easily misled. We have shortfor not upholding their cam- term outlooks.
paign promises – our governLet us remember that
ment is a representative gov- the founders took a stand.
ernment and ultimately we, They had clear principles
the people, are to blame for and saw the world changing
our leaders.
to oppose those principles.
I believe our leaders are but They pledged their lives, fora symptom of a deep prob- tunes and sacred honor to
lem. We, the American peo- the cause. Without these men
ple, have lost focus. We are making the decision to stand
a nation with an ideological firm in their ideals, rather
founding. When the found- than worry about their mate-

Deity: Faith is a positive for some
-continued from page 11

sonal and intervening God. Is
belief in such a God rational?
I would argue that the answer
to this question can be both
yes and no. After all, this category encompasses a variety
of faithful.
For many individuals religion and faith are positive
aspects of life. The central
philosophies shape a life of
selflessness and responsible
living. A healthy social life
often goes hand in hand with
membership in a local religious community. A 2005
National Geographic article
investigated groups all around
the world who are known
for their long and healthy
lives. This study took them
to places as far as Okinawa,
Japan, and as near as Loma
Linda, California. However,
the characteristics of each
of these groups were found
to be quite similar. All of
the groups studied had, as a
defining characteristic, belief
in a higher spiritual power
of some sort. Other studies
have given an account of the
benefits resulting from faith
and religion. If something
adds to your well-being and
satisfaction in life, one would
be hard pressed to argue it
irrational.
Unfortunately, the beliefs
of individuals or groups
often affect others in detrimental ways. This can be
seen all throughout history
as zealots have used religion
as an excuse for violence.
Even today there are those
who claim to follow an individual such as Jesus Christ,
but sound more like Adolph
Hitler in their rhetoric. They
demean individuals simply
because of their race, religion, or whom they choose
to love. Faith might also
lead an individual to harm
themselves. Imagine an individual who refuses medical
care based on modern science because they believe
faith alone will heal their ailments and dies as a result.
In this way, religion and faith
become irrational and detrimental to society.
To
individuals
like
Christopher Hitchens and
Sam Harris I would say one
can indeed be both a person of faith and intelligence.
There are indeed ways to find
meaning and happiness in life
without faith, but this does
not exclude faith as being
the harmless path to such
qualities. However, I would
advise those among us who
are faithful to acquire independence and self reliance
for when prayers seem to go

unanswered, and respect and
tolerance for those who have
beliefs centered around philosophies and answers just as
adequate as yours directing
their lives. On the surface
these beliefs may seem quite
absurd to an outsider, but
when one is able to look past
cultural and differing traditions there are many similarities to be discovered among
the world’s various religions.
The universe is a result

of a higher power which is
without causation, or the universe spontaneously came
into being without causation.
Both theories sound pretty
irrational, huh? And yet,
they are our only options to
choose from.
Cam Davis is a senior studying political science and
religious studies. He can be
reached at cam.davis@aggiemail.usu.edu.

rial existences alone, America
would not have stepped out
on her own. Instead of being
a pillar of strength for the free
civilized world, she would
have remained but one of
many colonies in the British
Empire.
Each American must realize
that each day he decides how
his life is lived: Whether his
life is simply about surviving
comfortably until tomorrow
or about standing firm to principles he knows are true. We
each have a sacred responsibility to make our principles
clear to ourselves and to live
by them.
Charles Major is a graduate
student studying business. He
can be reached at charlesrmajor@gmail.com.
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Ohio man who killed 3 says he has ‘evil thoughts’
BELLEFONTAINE, Ohio (AP)
– A man sentenced to life in prison
without parole for murdering his
girlfriend’s daughter and an elderly
couple said in his videotaped confession that he constantly has “evil
thoughts” and thinks about killing.
Samuel K. Littleton II, of western
Ohio, pleaded guilty to three counts
each of aggravated murder and gross
abuse of a corpse in a deal with prosecutors to avoid the death penalty for
the three February slayings.
He shed some light on his thinking during hours of taped interrogations after he was arrested in West
Virginia, The Columbus Dispatch
newspaper reported Sunday.

“I think evil thoughts all the time.
I mean, there ain’t one minute that I
don’t say or think about how to snap
somebody’s neck, crush their head,”
Littleton, 37, told investigators.
“Why would a person have that kind
of thoughts all the time?”
Littleton lowered his head and
sobbed as investigators showed
him pictures of 84-year-old Richard
Russell and 85-year-old wife Gladis
Russell and then pleaded with him
to reveal where their bodies were.
Authorities believe he killed the
Russells at their rural Lewiston
home, put their bodies in the trunk
of their car and drove south. Their
bodies later were found in Tennessee

and Georgia. Their car was found in
Princeton, W.Va., where Littleton has
relatives.
When investigators asked about
Littleton’s girlfriend’s daughter, he
replied that he “snapped.” The body
of Tiffany Brown, 26, was found in
the basement of the Bellefontaine
home that Littleton bought from the
Russells.
“I don’t know why I snapped. I
don’t,” he said, crying. “I don’t know
why I done it. Everything just happened so fast.”
As the questioning intensified,
he vomited and then asked why God
had not ended his life, the newspaper reported.

“What a creator, huh?” Littleton
said. “Create somebody with an evil
thought and mind like mine. I’m a
bad person.”
Several times, he referenced the
idea that he should die, including
when he asked an investigator to “do
the world a whole big favor” by laying his loaded gun on the table and
leaving the room.
A couple of hours into the interrogation, Littleton’s father, Sam
Littleton Sr., was allowed to see him.
“Can’t take back what I done,” the
younger Littleton said during the
half-hour exchange, which ended
with a tearful hug. “I’m not right in
the head.”

The case file released by prosecutors shows a co-worker told detectives Littleton had used LSD in the
three weeks before the killings, the
newspaper said, noting that Littleton
had a rough past. He’d bounced
between relatives and foster care as
a child, had at times been homeless
and, according to the local sheriff,
was known for using marijuana as a
teenager.
Brown’s mother and Littleton’s
longtime partner, Deb Neeley, said
she thinks he’s sorry for what happened.
“I just don’t think he has the guts
to say anything to us,” she said after
he was sentenced. “He’s a coward.”

Rural North Carolina gets worst of violent storms
ASKEWVILLE, N.C. (AP) – A tornado-spewing storm system that killed at least 45 people
across half the country unleashed its worst fury
on North Carolina, where homes broke apart,
trees snapped and livestock were swept into
the air. Residents in the capital city and rural
hamlets alike on Sunday mourned the dead,
marveled at their own survival and began to
clean up devastated neighborhoods.
Observers reported more than 60 tornadoes
across North Carolina on Saturday, but most
of the state’s 21 confirmed deaths occurred in
two rural counties. A thunderstorm spawned a
tornado that killed four people in southeastern
Bladen County, then kept dropping tornadoes
as it hopscotched more than 150 miles, eventually moving into Bertie County and killing 11
more.
Heavy winds swept some homes from their
foundations, demolished others and flipped
cars on tiny rural roads between Askewville
and Colerain, Bertie County Manager Zee
Lamb said. At least three of those who died
were from the same family, he said.
The winds ripped to shreds the doublewide mobile home in Askewville where Justin
Dunlow had sought shelter for his 3-year-old
daughter, 5-year-old son and himself. The
23-year-old roofer, whose own mobile home
nearby also was destroyed, lay on both children
as the storm did its worst.
“I just started praying, and the wall fell on
top of us and that’s what kept us there,” he said.
“I can replace the house, but I can’t replace my
babies. And that’s what I thought about. I’m
alive. My babies are alive.”
In Bladen County, Milton McKoy had
thought his mobile home in Ammon was out of
the storm’s path before he saw a tornado over
the tops of pine trees, lifting pigs and other
animals into the sky.
“It looked just like ‘The Wizard of Oz,’” said
his wife, Audrey.

The couple took shelter in the laundry room
as the tornado snapped trees and carried off
several homes in the neighborhood. When they
stepped out, it took them a moment to figure
out the twister had turned their own home
around, leaving them in the backyard.
The violent weather began Thursday in
Oklahoma, where two people died, before cutting across the Deep South on Friday and hitting North Carolina and Virginia on Saturday.
Authorities said seven people died in Arkansas;
seven in Alabama; seven in Virginia; and one in
Mississippi.
More than 240 tornadoes were reported
from the storm system, including 62 in North
Carolina, but the National Weather Service’s
final numbers could be lower because some
tornadoes may have been reported more than
once.
Saturday was North Carolina’s deadliest
day for tornadoes since 1984, when 22 twisters killed 42 people and injured hundreds.
The state emergency management agency said
it had reports of 23 fatalities from Saturday’s
storms, but local officials confirmed only 21
deaths with The Associated Press.
The conditions that allowed for the storm
occur on the Great Plains maybe twice a
year, but they almost never happen in North
Carolina, according to Scott Sharp, a weather
service meteorologist in Raleigh.
The atmosphere was unstable, which allows
air to rise and fall quickly, creating winds
of hurricane strength or greater. There was
also plenty of moisture, which acts as fuel for
the violent storms. Shear winds at different
heights, moving in different directions, created
the spin needed to create tornadoes, Sharp
said.
North Carolina officials have tallied more
than 130 serious injuries, 65 homes destroyed
and another 600 significantly damaged in
North Carolina, according to state public safety

MARY GRADY SITS IN HER neighbor’s yard where she rode out a tornado in Askewville, N.C.,
Sunday. AP photo

spokeswoman Julia Jarema. Officials expect
those totals to climb as damage assessments
continue.
Gov. Beverly Perdue declared a state of emergency. After spending much of Sunday touring
hard-hit areas, including downtown Raleigh,
she said that despite her experience with natural disasters, the damage this time was so hard
to bear it nearly brought her to tears.
Downed trees blocked major downtown
thoroughfares in the bustling capital city of
400,000. Three members of a family were
killed at a trailer park about five miles north of
downtown.
Tania Valle, a 20-year-old freshman at
Meredith College, came back to the trailer park
to check on her mother, and said she had to
wait hours before they were reunited. A tree
split her mother’s mobile home in half, leaving

just one room intact.
“She’s so nervous. She’s sad,” Valle said. “She
said everything got destroyed.”
Just east of downtown Raleigh at Shaw
University, a tornado poked a hole in the roof
of the student center and knocked out dormitory windows. The school canceled the last two
weeks of school because of the damage.
In Dunn, about 40 miles south of Raleigh,
the storm reduced more than half the 40 trailers in the Cedar Creek Mobile Home Park to
unrecognizable piles of rubble. A bulldozer
scooped up wooden beams Sunday and deposited them in a pile. In one home, all that
remained was a bathtub and half of a recliner.
In Bladen County, emergency management
chief Bradley Kinlaw said 82 homes were damaged and 25 destroyed in Saturday’s storms.

Fierce fighting in key western Libya city kills 17

AJDABIYA, Libya (AP) – Holding out under a rain of shelling and sniper fire, Libyan rebels fought Moammar Gadhafi’s
forces Sunday in close-quarters battles in the city center
of Misrata, the last major rebel foothold in western Libya.
Seventeen people were killed, an NGO worker and an opposition activist said.
Government troops have been laying siege to the city on
Libya’s Mediterranean coast for weeks, prompting repeated
international warnings of a dire humanitarian situation as well
as calls for NATO forces to intensify airstrikes on Gadhafi’s
forces there.
On Sunday, government troops, who have pushed into the
city center from the outskirts in recent days, pounded Misrata
with mortar rounds and rocket-propelled grenades, said resident Abdel-Salam, who only provided his given name for fear
of retribution.
“Residents have become so accustomed to the sound of mortars and missiles,” he said. “Snipers are still on the roofs of tall
buildings shooting at anything that moves in the city center.”
Rebels fought government forces back from an area around
a central produce market, regaining a small sliver of territory,
said Rida al-Montasser, a local activist reached by Skype.

He said a hospital report that he received from a doctor,
showed 17 people, including rebels, were killed and 74 others
were injured. He said Gadhafi forces had fired at the city’s hospital Sunday.
A worker for a foreign NGO who visited the hospital Sunday
also said 17 bodies were brought in, including that of a girl
shot in the head. Other children who had been shot were
among the wounded, he said, speaking on condition of anonymity because he feared for his safety.
Explosions thundered late into the night, al-Montasser said.
The NATO-led air campaign authorized by the U.N. to protect civilians and enforce a no-fly zone has failed to stop government shelling that, according to residents and witnesses,
has hit Misrata’s hospital, the port and residential areas.
The international airstrikes have kept rebels from being
defeated on the battlefield by the better trained and equipped
government forces, but it still has not been enough to turn the
tide in the war. In the eastern half of Libya, rebels in control
of most of that part of the country since the uprising began on
Feb. 15 have been unable to advance westward toward the capital.
In Paris, French Defense Minister Gerard Longuet dis-

missed statements from a top NATO official that the alliance is
short of aircraft. Longuet said instead that NATO’s mission in
Libya is hampered by a lack of ground information.
“There is no lack of planes but a lack of identification of
mobile objectives,” he said in an interview published Sunday in
the daily Le Parisien. “The problem is that we’re missing concrete and verifiable information on identified objectives on the
ground.”
Longuet said that “coalition aviation is capable of breaking
all logistical provisions of Gadhafi’s troops” to the east. But
he acknowledged that in urban combat, “if the aviation avoids
tragedies, it still isn’t solving the problem.”
After a meeting of NATO foreign ministers last week
in Berlin, the alliance’s secretary-general, Anders Fogh
Rasmussen, said NATO needed “a small number of precision
aircraft” to hit Gadhafi’s forces.
“I’m hopeful that nations will step up to the plate,” he said,
noting that the two-day Berlin meeting was not held to solicit
new pledges of support.
The need for the additional aircraft comes as the situation
has changed on the ground, Fogh Rasmussen said.

MADISON, Wis. (AP) – Sarah Palin defended Wisconsin’s
governor at a tea party tax day rally Saturday, telling hundreds
of supporters that his polarizing union rights law is designed to
save public jobs.
Braving snow showers and a frigid wind outside the state
Capitol building, the former Alaska governor and GOP vice
presidential candidate told tea partyers she’s glad to stand with
Gov. Scott Walker. Hundreds of labor supporters surrounded
the rally, trying to drown Palin out with chants of “Hey-hey, hoho, Scott Walker has got to go!” and “Recall Walker!”
“Hey, folks! He’s trying to save your jobs and your pensions!”
Palin yelled into the microphone. “Your governor did the right
thing and you won! Your beautiful state won! And people still
have their jobs!”
Walker, a Republican, signed a bill into law last month that
calls for almost all public workers to contribute more to their
pensions and health care coverage, changes that amount to an
average 8 percent pay cut. The plan also strips them of their
right to collectively bargain on anything except wages.
Walker has said the law will help balance a $3.6 billion hole
in the state budget and give local governments the flexibility
they need to absorb deep cuts in state aid. Democrats, though,
think Walker wants to weaken unions, one of their strongest
constituencies.
Tens of thousands of people descended on the Capitol to protest nonstop for weeks against the plan and minority Democrats

in the state Senate fled to Illinois to block a vote in that chamber, drawing national attention to the controversy.
Republicans eventually passed the plan without them and
Walker signed the measure in early March. Democrats managed
to win a temporary court order blocking the law from taking
effect, but tensions are still running high over the measure.
Capitol Police estimated about 6,500 people converged on
the building Saturday, but said it was impossible to tell how
many were tea partyers and how many were labor supporters.
The Capitol Police is a division of the Wisconsin Department of
Administration, a Walker cabinet agency.
The tea partyers appeared clustered in front of the building,
waving “Don’t Tread on Me” flags and signs that read “Public
workers – the party is over,” ‘’Thank you, Scott,” and “Tax and
spend brings the end.”
Counter-protesters surrounded them, banging drums, bellowing into bullhorns and ringing bells. Bitter arguments broke
out along the edges of the two groups over everything from the
size of government to corporate power. At one point conservative blogger Andrew Breitbart took the stage and told the labor
supporters to “go to hell.”
“I’m serious!” he screamed. “Go to hell! You’re trying to
divide America!”
The tea party crowd cheered and the counter-demonstrators
booed as Palin stepped to the microphone. She said she was
proud Wisconsin conservatives prevailed against union “hatred

and violence” — even though none of the protests in Madison
ever became physically violent and only one person was arrested
Saturday, for disorderly conduct, police said.
Palin said Walker is working to solve Wisconsin’s long-term
budget problems so it can honor pension commitments to public workers.
“This is where the line has been drawn in the sand and I’m
glad to stand with you in solidarity,” Palin said.
She segued into attacks on President Barack Obama, accusing
him of failing to control the nation’s burgeoning debt, leading
the country into war in Libya on fuzzy pretenses and ignoring
rising gas prices.

Palin: Wis. government doing the right thing with unions

FORMER ALASKA GOV. SARAH PALIN speaks at a tax
day tea party rally Saturday, in Madison, Wis. AP photo
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All But Dead • sarah.a@aggiemail.usu.edu

Pearls Before Swine • Steve Pastis

Friends by Default • Trevor.Stewart@aggiemail.usu.edu

Loose Parts • Dave Blazek

Breaking the Mold • Kenneth.Locke@aggiemail.usu.edu

Dilbert • Scott Adams

Bound & Gagged • Dana Summers

Out on a Limb • Kopervas

Rhymes with Orange • Hilary Price

ALSO CHECK OUT
WWWA BAY USUCOM
www.a-bay-usu.com
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Today’s Issue

Monday

Registration

April 18
- A-Week!
- Math and Stats Drop-In Tutoring,
TSC, All Day
- Interior Design Senior Exhibit,
Tippetts, 10-4 p.m.
- PB&J’s in the library, 11:30 a.m.
- Tying Blankets, TSC lounge, 11 a.m.
- 3rd Annual Silent Art Auction, TSC,
11 a.m.
- Service Blitz, Juniper lounge 5 p.m.
- Guitar Ensembles Concert,
Performance Hall, 7:30 p.m.
- True Aggie Night, Old Main, 12 a.m.

Today is Monday, April
18, 2011. Today’s issue
of The Utah Statesman
is published especially
for Ashley Sorensen, a
sophomore majoring in
elementary education
from Mapleton, Utah.

Almanac

Tuesday

April 19

Today in History: In
1906 an earthquake
estimated at close to
8.0 on the Richter
scale strikes San
Francisco, California,
killing hundreds of
people as it topples
numerous buildings. The quake was
caused by a slip of
the San Andreas Fault
over a segment about
275 miles long.

- Joy of Depression Workshop, TSC, 11
a.m.
- 3rd Annual Silent Art Auction, TSC, 11
a.m.
- Crayons Crafts, TSC lounge, 11-3 p.m.
- Women’s Tennis vs. Idaho State, 12 p.m.
- Community Spring Cleaning, TSC
Juniper Lounge, 3 p.m.
- CIL Short Course, ESLC Auditorium,
5:30 p.m.
- Guest Speaker Jeff Ricks, Old Main 207,
6 p.m.
- Spring Dishes, Maceys Little Theater, 7
p.m.5:30 p.m.
- Percussion Ensembles Concert, Kent
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.p.m.5:30 p.m.

Weather

Wednesday

High: 50° Low: 36°
Skies: Rain.

April 20
- 3rd Annual Silent Art Auction, TSC,
11 a.m.
- Ancestry Int. TSC lounge, 11-3 p.m.
- Marijuana Open Discussion Panel,
TSC Auditorium, 12 p.m.
- Community Construction
Project, Juniper Lounge 3 p.m.

You need to know....

Deep End•tyson.cole@aggiemail

The Registrar’s office would like
to remind everyone that April 18
is PRIORITY registration for fall
2011 semester. Also, April 22 is
OPEN registration begins for fall
2011 semester.

Come to “About a Girl: It’s
Complicated” presented by the USU
Women’s Choir April 22 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Performance Hall. Tickets are
$8 for adults and $5 for students.
Come to the Symphony Orchestra
Concerto Evening April 27 at 7:30
p.m. in the Kent Concert Hall. Tickets
NOTICE: 800 E will be closed
are $8 general admission and free for
between 700 North and 800
USU students w/ID.
North from 4-9 p.m. on April 18.
Come to the Percussion
No parking will be allowed in this Ensembles Concert at 7:30 p.m. April
area for the entire day. Monday is 19 in the Kent Concert Hall! Tickets
the kick off for A-Week and will
are $8 general admission and free for
begin with the first ever Chariot
USU students w/ID.
Race at Utah State.
Spring Dishes! Cooking class at
Macey’s little Theater. Trina Thomas
is back to not only share a wonderful
HURD Bowl!! Sign up at the TSC Dessert and Salad with us – but she
info booth or HPER building
will teach us how to make home-made
and come on April 23 and play!
salad dressings to go on top! 7-8 p.m.
Starts at 9 a.m. and goes until the visit www.maceys.com or call 435Strange
USU spring game that afternoon! 753-3301.
Ten players max per team! Get
On Saturday, April 30, the Logan
coached by USU football players! University 7th stake will be hosting
Get prizes and come have fun!
a community garage sale at Lee’s
Marketplace in Logan (600 East
1400 North) from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m.
A panel of experts will be availAll money raised will go toward the
able for an open discussion about Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
marijuana on April 20 from 12-1 Saint’s humanitarian fund to support
p.m. in the TSC Auditorium.
the victims of the Japan Earthquake
Guests will include an attorney,
and Tsunami. Donations are accepted
medical provider, law enforcethe week before the event at the
ment, and substance abuse coun- church at 1490 N 400 East from 5-9
selor. Students are encouraged
p.m. and the morning of the event,
to come with questions about
or the morning of the event, before
marijuana use and the debate of
it begins. Everyone is encouraged to
its legalization.
come donate items and/or purchase
items at the garage sale.
G.O.L.F.(Golf Once, Lovit Forever).
Join the Native American Student Come learn how to golf for free
Council as they host the 3rd
at the Birch Creek Golf Course in
Annual Silent Art Auction. This
Smithfield (550 E 100 N). There will
event will take place on April
be course pros at several stations
18,19, & 20 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. teaching the skills of putting, chip(each day). It will be held on the
ping, and driving. Complete all the
south side of the TSC Ballroom.
stations and receive a free bucket of
Most of the artwork is open
balls on your next visit. We will also
bid! So come and bid on various have competitions and prizes for the
artworks ranging from paitings, winners. Free hot dogs and drinks will
drawings, and beadwork. Any
be provided. Come anytime on April
questions contact us by e-mail at 16 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. This
nasc@aggiemail.usu.edu NASC
event is sponsored by the PRP 3075
thanks you for your continued
Parks & Recreation class.
support and we hope to see you
there!

Road closure

HURD Bowl

Brew•Peter Deering

Marijuana panel

Silent Art Auction

More Calendar and FYI
listings, Interactive Calendar
and Comics at

www.utahstatesman.com
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